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Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF), in colloboration
with the International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance (IRHA) and
supported by Federation Genevoise De Cooperation has
launched a new initiative titled ‘Integrated Resources
Management of Water and Ecosystem in Kurunegala District, Sri
Lanka’.This 36-month project (June 2025 — May 2028) aims to
improve ecosystems, health, and livelihoods of rural communities
in the dry zone, while building resilience against climate change.

The project aims to establish 70 model multi-layered agroforestry
farms that will enhance livelihoods, improve soil and water quality,
increase biodiversity, and strengthen food security within the
community. In addition, the program has successfully completed
the construction of three domestic rainwater harvesting systems
and one school rainwater harvesting system.

Ongoing work includes recharging three household wells to
improve water quality and quantity, and rehabilitating five wells
affected by high mineral content. Furthermore, the construction of
three Pathaha (small water ponds) and one community well has
been completed to support local water conservation and

groundwater recharge initiatives
Continued on the next page
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10 DAYS TRAINING SHEDULE

. Day 1: 6/8/2025 - Identifying our needs (economic, social, environmental), assessing our resources
(crops, soil, water, tree cover, plants) and weeds, biodiversity, light, wind, waste, labor, identifying our
challenges, preparing a map of the farmer's land, preparing a base map, preparing a farm plan.

. Day 2: 21/8/2025 - Planning the farmer's land, planning the landscape of the farmer's cultivation land,
preparing the management plan.

. Day 3: 15/9/2025 - Plan Implementation 1 - Land clearing, fence construction, water management
("pathah” and canals, etc.), soil conservation.

. Day 4: 30/9/2025 - Plan Implementation 2 - Preparing a pre-plan for the land, land preparation.
Propagating vegetable and tree seeds, planting annual crops, selecting crops for planting, determining the
number of plants needed for each crop, crop planting methods, planning crop health, sequential cropping,
inter-cropping, mixed cropping, vegetable cultivation in beds.

. Day 5: 10/10/2025 and 15/10/2025 - Increasing Productivity 1 - Soil - a living organism. Preparing
compost liquid fertilizer.

. Day 6: 28/10/2025 - Increasing Productivity 2, plant compost, - field visit

. Day 7: 24/10/2025 - Revising landscape designs ( 8 farms) with staff incorporating learned skills into the
previous designs

. Day 8: 4/11/2025 - Start planting around pathahas and wells ( at 1-2 sites) as demonstration with other
farmers with pathahas participating, Planting ( at 1-2 sites) with other farmers participating, Making pile
compost

. Day 9: 24/11/2025 - Biochemical Pest Control Methods - Andrographis paniculata decoction,Sida spinosa
decoction, Garlic, Ginger and Chillie mixture,Cow dung Extract, Cow’s urine/Cow’s urine and Buttermilk
mixture, Pest control methods using Neem

. Day 10: 3/12/2025 - Making -Vermicompost, Vermiwash, Jeevamoortham

Tree planting event with IRHA President Mr. Han Heijnen
and other local officers

. ¥ - \\\.;\
Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda and Dr. Kamal Melvani conducting a Farmers active participation
session on sustainable land and rainwater usage .

HARVESTING RAIN TODAY BUILDS RESILIENT COMMUNITIES FOR TOMORROW 2




VARSHA JULY/SEPETEMBER 2025
VOL 11 ISSUE llI

The Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF) successfully completed the installation of 14 rainwater
harvesting systems at the Jethavanaramaya monastery between September 2024 and August 2025. The
project, supported by NEXT WORLD NOW, included awareness programs, training, and hands-on installation
involving monks, students, and residents. A total storage capacity of 95,000 liters was created across six key
buildings, ensuring sufficient water for over 800 inhabitants for a month without rain. The initiative reduced
waterborne diseases, promoted conservation awareness, and increased student capacity in the academy
from 100 to 250. Despite challenges such as heavy rains and adjustment due to different terrain, the project
was completed efficiently with local support. The closing ceremony in August 2025 included a special training
on system maintenance and global water conservation practices, marking a sustainable step toward
resilience and community empowerment at Jethavanaramaya.

. An awareness session on rainwater harvesting was held on 12 September 2024 by the LRWHF CEO
for monastery residents and students.

. A three-day practical training program from 18—20 October 2024 taught residents how to install and
maintain the systems.

. Monitoring visits were carried out on 18 October, 11 December 2024, and 31 January 2025 to ensure
quality and progress.

. The project faced delays due to heavy rains and religious activities, and some tanks required
reinforced bases and iron-supported gutters.

. The total project cost was LKR 2.85 million (USD 10,000), with a slight over-expenditure due to
structural reinforcements and material costs.

Awareness session on water conservation
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On 1% of October 2025,in celebration of International Children’s Day, a 16,000-liter Rainwater Harvesting
System was officially handed over to Thammitagama Maha Vidyalaya, Kurunegala, to enhance clean and
sustainable water access for the school and surrounding community.
The event was filled with joy and learning, featuring performances and interactive sessions by the students.
Key activities included:

. Cultural performances and speech by school children.

. A student-led talk on the benefits of rainwater harvesting.

. A tree planting segment symbolizing the school’s commitment to a greener, sustainable future

. A street drama on water conservation and environmental protection.

. Adding colour to the celebration, students expressed their creativity through an art painting competition

and each participant was awarded a certificate of appreciation.

Special guests present included Mr. J.M.S.K. Jayasundara, Director of Zonal Education, Mahawa; Mr. Han
Heijnen, Chairman, International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance (IRHA); Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda, CEQO, and
Eng. Deva Hapugoda,Chairman, Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF).

= % o T IS

Creative students painting the tank as part of the art contest 16,000-liter rainwater harvesting system handed over

In addition, three awareness programs on Rainwater Harvesting and Water Conservation were conducted
with the participation of teachers and parents in schools of:

. Thammitagama (Maho DSD) -completed

. Udunowa (Nikaweratiya DSD) -ongoing constructions

. Kirinda (Nikaweratiya DSD) - ongoing constructions

. Weheragala (Maho DSD) - ongoing constructions

This initiative not only strengthened water sustainability but also inspired students to become young
champions of environmental conservation.
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LANKA RAIN WATER HARVESTING FORUM HOLDS 28TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF) successfully held its JRalellel & TaA o] ET LI
28th Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 4 October 2025 at the Rain Mr. M. M. M. Aheeyar
Centre in Pelawatte.

The AGM marked a significant milestone for the organization, bringing Honorary Vice Chairperson
Eng Deva Hapugoda

together its members to reflect on the past year’s achievements, assess
progress, and outline plans for the future. The event reaffirmed
LRWHF’s continued commitment to promoting sustainable water
management through rainwater harvesting across Sri Lanka.

Honorary Secretary
Mr. P. R. Attygalle

Honorary Assistant Secretary

The meeting commenced with a warm welcome by the Eng. Deva Mr. Rajindra de Silva Ariyabandu

Hapugoda, Chairman of LRWHF who thanked the Board member for
their unwaivering support and staff for their commitment and hard work. Yt R I E 0 ¢
This was followed by presentation of progress and activities of the past IR RV ENEIOLE]
year by Dr Tanuja Ariyananada, CEO of LRWHF.
The Finance Manager, Mr. Rajith Kakillarachchi, presented the Finance LR R LI IR,
Report for 2024/2025, which reflected the Forum’s sound financial Mrs Shanti Fernando
management and the effective allocation of resources toward achieving

its strategic goals. Honorary Non-Post Director

Dr Praveen Madushanka Kottehewa

Members agreed to appoint the board of directors for the next year.
The appointed leadership included Mr. M. M. M. Aheeyar

as the Honorary Chairperson, Eng Deva Hapugoda as Honorary Vice
Chairperson, Mr P. R Attygalle as Honorary Secretary,and Mr Rajindra
Ariyabandu as Honorary Assistant Secretary. Eng. N.U.K Ranatunga
as Honorary Treasurer with Mrs Shanti Fernando is serving as
Honorary Assistant Treasurer. Dr Praveen Kottehewa appointed as
Honorary Director (Non -Post), rounding out the team of experienced
and passionate individuals committed to Streeting LRWHF forward.

Mr. Aheeyar delivers his first speech as
the new Chairperson

The AGM concluded with a strong sense of purpose and enthusiasm
among the members. With its dedicated leadership and continued
collaboration from stakeholders, LRWHF is well positioned to expand its
reach and strengthen its impact - empowering communities throughout
Sri Lanka to adopt sustainable water management practices.

The Forum remains steadfast in its mission to achieve a water-secure
future for all

Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda presenting
the progress report

Former Chair person Eng. Deva Hapugoda Mr. Rajith Kakillarachchi presenting LRWHF members gathered for the 28th AGM
delivering the welcome speech the Finance Report 2024/2025
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In May 2025, Mr. Jeyakanth Senthivel from point Pedro reached out to the Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum
(LRWHF) seeking technical guidance to design and construct a rainwater harvesting system for a roof area of
2000 ft2, with an estimated daily water requirement of 500 liters.

Following his inquiry,LRWHF provided and coordinated technical advice on system sizing, first-flush design, and
overflow management. After the recent 250 mm rainfall within 24 hours, the completed system has performed
exceptionally well, demonstrating both the effectiveness of the design and the impact on Jaffna Peninsula of
proper technical planning.

System Overview and Performance

. Storage Capacity:

All three ferrocement tanks including two above-ground tanks (16 m® each)
and one below-ground tank (18 m®) are now completely full,
providing a total storage capacity of 50m?3.

. Catchment Areas:

Greenhouse roof: 2000 ft2 (=185.8 m?)

. Rainfall Yield: The event produced approximately 57.6 m? of
harvested water. After the tanks reached full capacity, the
surplus 7.6 m*® was safely diverted to the nearby well as
designed.

. Additional Storage: The open pond liner (80 ft x 4 ft x 2.5 ft)
provides an extra 22.65 m?® of capacity and remains empty, ready for the next rainfall event.

. Water Demand: The system comfortably supports an irrigation demand of 400-500 liters per day, ensuring
sustainability even during the dry season.

Mr Jayakanths GreenHouse

Guidance and Acknowledgements

This success story underscores the importance of proper system sizing, first-flush mechanisms, and overflow
management in rainwater harvesting design. The system’s flawless performance during heavy rainfall
demonstrates its reliability and efficiency for long-term water security.

The initiative was implemented under the guidance of LRWHF, whose continuous technical support and oversight
contributed significantly to the system’s success.
We sincerely appreciate Mr. Jeyakanth Senthivel’s proactive engagement and commitment in completing the
project. This achievement stands as a model for community-based (Households ) Rain water harvesting and
sustainable resource management in Sri Lanka..
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7



VARSHA JULY/SEPETEMBER 2025
VOL 11 ISSUE llI

2025 &8 &wedE, esgiinied ©Eod edumBS ew3BediE ®vmn, d8® a8 2000 (ft) » D»E Yednrws e wH aneds oD
eecHm BE gDaumNdn BOU 500 33 92 918 b deS8e® uidBrs wiee® B0 wH eESB0 e »edin bevisedn smn
Gz D8 B dedmoBmBed wotses (LRWHF) e0n @@ Ss.

ned 9CBe®sS amTd, BidB yorermders (system sizing), se® esnces wen® (first-flush design), o @88 &
»e@mmdens (overflow management) 8ac mSe&in coeces LRWHFE 88253 wons ¢ a0 988800 gdas misedin @®ws
203D wTens WO RE.

O 1@ 24 B BE BEBOL 250 (Mm) 2 OB@m WS PO ey, wdLLen DO B @O éBed Bwimb3Ds @m @»e Wb
200DED @BB/® 0 e and, YOBSS 81EEe®B OROBMOG @O BE mSesin B1RHPDIHed AELI® G M T

BEDO @B D1cOB 18 ©00 eBIH® »I3.

wéBed ¢g SdoCuen e TG IS

* ©R W8D: O ez BB 16 (IM*) (B3 § eneereds’ ong enediBe®xs38 OB (ferrocement tanks) ecm= e s SOU
18 (m?) » eeE® 6O D1oBwWn eRDD, OB PO e® O B0 wdyBewenrsi® 88 B amd, wx 8oL 50 (M?) » ©wdyben ©DE
08082 esescs .

* SR euvie® yelin:
»B®ided DvEe: 8® & 2000 ft* (=185.8 m?)

* Cla BC N 000 DYBImE RS ded O BE ®rens ¢esssDd
DR eSS e OB 57.6 M> B. 0108 es®gben 8m00@0 o Be®3 e,
2888 S wm 6 7.6 m® g@ens, eey® e =68 gue arB 8¢ 00m
BB @ wom &

Bm02535 @ENed ®»Sm®Ice

* 2OmC ORI BWePO: (a8 80 x a8 4 x &8 2.5) e d DD el aedmds (open pond liner) ®8x53 @@= e ST 22.65
(M) 2 8007 eeswm end, O Se® DbBmm Bed® 8w 8BS HOOD Bedd OB

* 3BC 9GEE: @®® ©éBs 8% Emmd BOb 400-500 2 D8@5n S 9CEER BweEedss ByACD a0, DB WICDEE wdh Boes
R 3B O8.

@Wevnisedn w» god®
D8 B dedB8e® wcyd®niameds B8 oéB u@rammoens, Bef aondes wsimen (first-flush mechanisms) ew ¢85 4
DEONWI OB D1ODO @®® 830802 0D OB DD EHH WDIS.

33 DbBmmEnE sddBed ecle I8n HwrBos, EpmBs BE ©YoRemmd wewr 8 BRDBBEBOG 6y Bwe®00
euBn® BI8.

088 §rB8E Bwusd®m 05 Cieed Com O e deisimsied e0tscs 8 ®vensO® Ber O &m0, VYT aReht) me&im
8B By adeers sédBed ©BIUBOGO BOME OPDBOEE CR e GE. 00® dxisiBe wdubean S8e®8 ©Bwmsss
085380 dE ©vmn 12358 BBE 880D v D8 gued g gode0 Eed.

©0® Segnens, § Comed 5 GBD (©anedd) D18 SE deSBB® e 500 8 DEOBIDCEHES e3€HI § cinwz @@ sOA.

HARVESTING RAIN TODAY BUILDS RESILIENT COMMUNITIES FOR TOMORROW

8



VARSHA JULY/SEPETEMBER 2025
VOL 11 ISSUE llI

LhSSHSHmDUI  aufGgIumD  Hm.Onuathsar  CFbHloGasd  SaufseT 20250  Sewih G wrHweTelsd 2000817 Sig
aaepglugliLenelD@ enph] GFafliiy Siemwlienu  augamosg Bijwreiliugharer GaTHom U aflar Gomen Gsrfl Geommas
by CFsfliy wapmsms Sanidlarry. GHsd Sleraf) 50060 Ly BT CoemauiLBLd sten WAL LI HisiTong).

Suig GousmiHBasreflnenis CHTLIHE G)..0.5.CF. SwliLmeag Sewliflearere], WpsHed Bieen GeuelGubHmID augeuemLOLIL WHDID
Guevdla Bhmer QeuefGubhmid (paTemwsHgeud Curesin GFTHOBI L LBoTFmaTsmeT auphIS QHHRBmEISSSH. FISLSGS 24
wafCBI&SSD@er 2508.15. wenp CuUIGssT Ley, Bloeuiu’ L Sepwiifsar QFweddpsr wohmid sflwrer S Lt lar STéasn opsw
Besigenemd Blepllb@n auemnaulsd sreuiiLl Lenw BniE GO &5&55I.

Giminier sarGamLapd aFweSD@nd

1.G# OIS Smesr:-

SmT&HE BGoed 2 QBT IY&E6T (66beUT6TMILD 1690 LHDID @ Blevssig
Gsmi1g (189) 2 L UL 3 QUGHT £OWsT. GHTLIYEEHD GUICLTS
Wppeowwrs BybllueTerer. G Gorss

GaOIg Soest 50 D& ST ILGSETDS.

2.67 uFtiyiL@dleei:
LuFmEeI (B sneny 200055719 (185.8157)

3.0MPBT UISHG!:
Bbs Hapalsd & LgslL 57.65° Ceaflssliul Lg. sThdssn (pup CsTsiTerarme SewLbg LN Waipeier 7.615° BrTerg LTSSTLILTS
augeuemEBLILL L QaTPflsomI LSSl Te dempmisE Smifeilii Lg.

4.Gwevds GFLOILILY:
Guadlswrs 80919 @ 4919 @ 2.5919 (22.655) GaTeraTammaumLL SDHES ST MLILTEIE CaNIOmETUTS NHSS LOLPHT

Brafluhars 2 _sieng).

5.5 Gaemeu:
BeI6UMLOLILITEIZ @ BTeneTs@ 400-500 60l Lj BiliLnseans Coemeusmnwl LFsSHOFIIL 2 S6llrs 2 6Terg|.

anfeni G560 wHmID ungni G &6l

Bbs Gaupdlssmawrargl, wewhiGFaflin agaemwlilar sflurear oeowilar Sera), (Wpse B GeualGuhmid Siewliy WwHmHIDd
Guevdla Bflemer GeaualCubmed Gosomssiten  oydlweupdler (PoEHwussuGSSmer DYCETY. Hd ST HEDE. SaToempulsTCUTE
SIHLILIGT GHDUTLDHD CFWHSDET 6T smen B LTSHISTUILDSTET SIS BOLGSSTEmD wHnId CFweddpenet Blmisdang.

Bbs pupdwrerg w.5.Gs. Semwifear aflsr Gsedlsr S CrupLBSSLILLLE. ST CSTLIFF LTS CBTHBI L SLsT6| WwHDID
Gupumjenes Siewwoliler QeupPléseE GILILSs56s6 Lrsafliemu Siefssg!.

HARVESTING RAIN TODAY BUILDS RESILIENT COMMUNITIES FOR TOMORROW 9




VARSHA JULY/SEPETEMBER 2025
VOL 11 ISSUE Il

A
)

0
.

CHILDREN'S CORNER ¢
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#) Use your pencil to trace the path of water around the cycle.
Write numbers (1-4) to show what happens first, second, third, and fourth
97 Label the stages: Evoparation, Condernation, Precipation, Collection True or False? —
e \ Let’s find out! Circle TRUE or FALSE for each statement and
o '7 : see if you’re a real Water Wizard!

Do T ] Rainwater is safe to drink without filtering. © TRUE © FALSE

G You can collect rain from your school roof. © TRUE O FALSE
Turning off the tap while brushing

your teeth saves water O TRUE O FALSE
Plants love rainwater more than tap water. © TRUE © FALSE
The same water you drink today could have been

in a cloud millions of years ago. O TRUE O FALSE
All the water on Earth can be used for

drinking. O TRUE O FALSE
Using soap and detergent in your garden

water helps plants grow faster. O TRUE O FALSE
The average person can survive longer

without food than without water. O TRUE O FALSE
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Please send your creations, ideas, letters, articles and suggestions to the address given below.
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Telephone: +94 112777635 eomONne: +94 112777635 QasremevCudl: +94 112777635
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HARVESTING RAIN TODAY BUILDS RESILIENT COMMUNITIES FOR TOMORROW




