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26th Annual General Meeting

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum

The 26th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Lanka Rain Water Harvesting
Forum (LRWHF) took place on September 9, 2023. The meeting was presided over by
Mr. M. M. Aheeyar, the Chairperson of the Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum
(2022/2023), and attended by LRWHF members and staff. The AGM provided an
opportunity for the LRWHF to update its members on the progress made over the past
year.

Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda, the Chief Executive Officer of the Lanka Rain Water
Harvesting Forum, commenced the proceedings with a warm welcome to all attendees.
Her presentation shed light on LRWHF's successes from the previous year, including
significant milestones such as the 2nd International Conference of SARNET, Technical
Training Programs for SARNET members, and productive engagements with the
private sector. Dr. Ariyananda delved into the core of LRWHF's activities, elaborating
on its objectives: promotion, research and development, training, networking, and the
exchange of valuable information.

At the conclusion of her presentation, LRWHF members expressed their appreciation
for the achievements of the LRWHEF team, led by Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda. Mr. Rajith
Kakillaarchchi, the finance manager of the Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum,
presented the audited financial statements for the year ending March 31, 2023. All
AGM attendees received hardcopies of the both annual reports and LRWHF Financial
Statements for FY 2022/23.
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Election of the LRWHF Board of Directors:
All LRWHF members present at the AGM unanimously agreed and appointed the
following members to serve as the board of directors for the 2023/2024 period:

Board of Directors 2023/2024:
Honorary Chairperson - Eng Deva Hapugoda
Honorary Vice Chairperson — Prof. (Ms.) Aruni Weerasinghe
Honorary Secretary — Mr. P. R. Attygalle
Honorary Assistant Secretary — Mr. Rajindra de Silva Ariyabandu
Honorary Treasurer — Dr. C. S. Weeraratna
Honorary Assistant Treasurer — Mr. Emanual Gunaratnam
Honorary Non-Post Director — Mr. M. M. M. Aheeyar

In his address to the forum members, the newly appointed Chairperson, Eng Deva
Hapugoda, expressed his gratitude for their confidence in him. He pledged to continue
working with the same dedication and commitment to elevate the LRWHF to new
heights and continue the valuable work of the past 26 years.

The AGM served as a forum for LRWHF members to identify and propose new
avenues for expanding the practice of rainwater harvesting in the country.

As LRWHF embarks on another year filled with dedication and innovation, extends its
gratitude for the members and partners for their unwavering support. LRWHF is ready
to make an even greater impact in the years that lies ahead.
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The SARNET YouTube channel joins to share best practices
and experiences on water conservation

SARNET YouTube channel has been
operational since September 2021 with its
first international virtual conference:
“Looming water crisis and climate change;
rainwater harvesting as an adaptation
strategy”. At present SARNET YouTube
channel has two ongoing program series
“Rain in News” and “Baarish Sanvaad.” The
SARNET YouTube channel within a short
span of a year has attracted over 100
subscribers for 41 videos released on
YouTube. Make sure to subscribe to be
updated on new content:

https:/ www.youtube.com/@southasiarainw
aterharvesti4037

This May 2023
wisit Sri Lanka ¢

Barrish Sanvaad - Episode - Rain brings hope for Soauth
We share the same sky. But Asla

This May 2023 the reason to
wislt Sri Lanka 7

Baarish Sanvaad

The term Baarish means rain in Hindi and
Urdu two languages popularly spoken in
South Asia and Sanvaad was coined using
the Bengali word for discussion Sanlapa
and the Sinhala word Sanvaada. Baarish
Sanvaad is a program series featuring
interviews engaging key personalities
working in the water sectors shared online
on the South Asia Rainwater Network
(SARNET) YouTube channel. Creating
awareness of water conservation and being
an eye opener to the critical role of water in
the development are the aims of the
interviews of Baarish Sanvaad.

Meanwhile, Baarish Sanvaad has released 07
interviews on a range of topics involving
development practitioners, researchers, and
activists from South Asia. Rain and urban
development, the importance of rainwater
harvesting for providing safe WASH
facilities, water, and education, rainwater
harvesting to improve access to water for
women, the importance of water and the
environment, youth and green skills
targeting the international youth day.

The first programme of Baarish Sanvaad
featured Dr Suresh Kumar Rohilla the
Programme Lead of IWA India on the theme
that “Rainwater harvesting is a measure for
mitigating the adverse environmental effects
of rapid urbanization”. This followed several
discussions on themes of the relevance of
rainwater harvesting in water and sanitation,
in providing access to water, improving
access to water in schools through rainwater
harvesting and empowering women. Several
key water sector professionals, development
practitioners, and water activists from South
Asia have joined as speakers to share their
knowledge and experiences in the Baarish
Sanvaad program series. Mr. Zaheer Gardezi
a retired senior public official engaged in
social development for many years from
Pakistan, Dr Sarika Kulkarni founder of Raah
Foundation an entrepreneur, Pune, India,
Dr. Jos Raphael, Director of Rainwater
Harvesting Mission, Mazhapolima, Kerala,
India, Dr Tanuja Ariyananda, CEO, Lanka
Rainwater Harvesting Forum, Sri Lanka,
water activist Pond man of India Mr.
Ramveer Tanvar and representing the
Young Rainwater Champions collective from
Climate Action Network Fahad Rabid,
Bangladesh and Akash Varia, Neerain, India
were the speakers of Baarish Sanvaad.

Continuing off from page 7...
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Bringing Clean Drinking Water to
Sorabora Colony at Mahiyanganaya

Shortage of safe drinking water for many years in Sorabora
colony at Mahiyanganaya. While the scarcity of clean water
has affected on the community, numerous families in the = s
village have been suffering from kidney diseases. K.K Dayapala’s wife with her
Recognizing the pressing issue faced by Sorabora Colony, granddaughters.

the LRWHEF took the initiative to provide Rain Water Harvesting Systems (RWHS) ensuring a
consistent and reliable supply of safe drinking water to the village. With financial support from
USAID, this intervention became a lifeline for the residents of Sorabora Colony.

One resident, D.M. Heen Banda, had been battling Chronic Kidney Disease (CKDu) for nearly
eight years. He lives with his wife and daughter, There daughter a 50 year old who had worked as a
factory worker in the Katunayaka Export Zone shared her thought on the RWHS and it benefit.
She recalled the situation before the RWHS installation, stating, "We relied on well water, but it
was unsuitable for drinking due to its high salinity. We had no other option for obtaining clean
drinking water.

Sharing her experiences with rainwater, she explained
"Rainwater is the best water we've ever had in our lives,
well water could not quench our thirst, but rainwater is
lighter, and a small amount can satisfy our thirst." Most
| importantly, she noticed a remarkable improvement in her
father's health, who suffered from CKDu and heart
. problems. She said, "Previously, my father experienced
| dizziness and anguish, but these symptoms disappeared
i after we started drinking rainwater.” Furthermore, she used
" to suffer from wurinary infections regularly, but after
Y switching to rainwater, she had not experienced since. She
= ST emphasized, "The relief from illness is priceless to us.
Discussion with Mr. Heen Banda’s Family Rainwater is worth its weight in gold."

Moreover, the family is reserving to using rainwater for both cooking and drinking, allowing
the collected rainwater in the RWHS to last a long time. As a result, they generously shared their
surplus rainwater with neighboring households, ensuring access to good quality drinking water for
others in their community. They had integrated rainwater into their daily lives, even carrying it
with them when they leave home for town visits or hospital appointments.

Another success story came from K.K. Dayapala, a resident of Mahiyanganaya, who received
a well recharge system. His family of seven, including his daughter's family, had long suffered with
inadequate safe drinking water and the challenges of human-elephant conflicts. Before the
installation of the well recharge system, their only source of water was well water, which had issues
with high salinity and impurities. Dayapala's wife expressed the transformation brought about by
the well recharge system, saying, "Two years ago, we received a well recharge system. Before that,
our well water had a high salinity level, and we even noticed dust remains in our hair after
bathing." LRWHEF field officers recorded pH levels of 8.5, TDS levels exceeding 300mg/], and an
EC level of 800pS in the well before the system's installation. Two years later, the pH level had
dropped to 7.4, the TDS level was a mere 92mg/], and the EC level stood at 185pS. This marked
improvement in water quality brought immense relief to the family.

These stories highlight the incredible impact of the LRWHF's interventions in Sorabora
Colony at Mahiyanganaya. By providing clean, safe drinking water through Rain Water Harvesting
Systems and well recharge systems, the LRWHF has improved the health and well-being of these
communities.
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The upcoming Baarish Sanvaad episode 08

The 08th episode of Baarish Sanvaad discusses water as a public good and the
information sought, imparted, and received about water to the public. Mr. Ranjith
Weerasinghe is currently an advisor to the government of Sri Lanka and former CEO
of the United Nations Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council in
Switzerland. The International Day for Universal Access to Information the focus of the
program is that the public can have access to information on water for the public to
make informed choices. The informed choices include making the general public aware
of the processes and cost of supplying clean water to households, conservation, being
conscious and maintaining a low water footprint, and practicing rainwater harvesting.
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Respect mother earth as eco systems support us from first day on earth to
the last day

Rain in News

The “Rain in News” is a news program on
rain and water to capture positive and
negative developments reported from
South Asia. So far 02 programs released on
“Rain in News” featured the floods from
incessant rain in Lahore, Pakistan, joined
by Dr Khalid Mahmood, from the
University of Punjab. The 2nd episode
featured the inspired efforts of Resham
Jung Singh Director of Nepal Water for
Health (NEWAH) taking the
recommendations being a participant of
the 2nd SARNET conference to construct
and promote rainwater harvesting in the
NEWAH head office in Kathmandu in
Nepal.

First-hand narratives of best practices
on water conservation

This is a news series that will be released
soon on the SARNET YouTube channel.
The aim of this programme series is to
feature success stories and learning
experiences on effective and efficient
water use, conservation of water from
across the world. The first program will
feature flood irrigation systems of Iran
with the title” Floods a disaster or an
opportunity?” presented by Dr Javad
Yazdi Tabatabae a retired professor at
Watershed Management Research
Institute attached to the Ministry of
Agriculture in Iran and Founder and
member of Iran Rainwater Catchments
System Association.

"Are Lhere uml mg envirohmentsfor youth
1o pl.itlluﬁu d ap]}h Green skﬂls fm
sustainah

& u/Rain
. £ | Dialogue

- &

EPISODE 7

|4 > kW) oo0z/2934

What is the relevance of youth and green skills for a sustainable world?
#internationalyouthday
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U.S. Ambassador Julie Chung's Visit to MN/Gowry

Ambal G.T.M. School

During her visit to northern Sri Lanka U.S. Ambassador H.E.
Julie Chung had a wonderful time visiting the MN/Gowry Ambal
G.T.M. school. She met with lots of students and their teachers.
USAID Sri Lanka gave the school two rainwater harvesting tanks
ensuring safe drinking water at the school.
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