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Connecting Water, Climate &
Culture: LRWHF at the 4th IWA
Conference in Cambodia
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Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum team successfully concluded its
- visit to Cambodia from 1st-6th September 2026, taking part in the 4th
- - IWA Rainwater Harvesting and Management Conference on "Rainwater
for Tomorrow: Water, Climate and Culture." Organised in partnership
with the International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance (IRHA), the
International Water Association (IWA), the Mekong Institute and other
regional bodies, The conference brought together practitioners from
across the globe under one shared theme: connecting people, water,
climate and culture for a resilient tomorrow.

. . The visit provided a valuable opportunity to connect with rainwater
ﬂgMg htS harvesting practitioners, researchers, professionals and organisations
from around the world, while sharing experiences, knowledge and

Ragsiiise2s perspectives on rainwater harvesting, water security and climate
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Building Global Connections

Beyond the formal sessions, the visit was also about connection
and meeting fellow rainwater harvesting advocates, researchers
and organisations from across Asia and beyond, and building
relationships that extend the reach of this work far past any
single country's borders. Exhibition booths, group discussions
and cultural exchange sessions all contributed to a rich and
collaborative atmosphere throughout the week.
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Knowledge Sharing at the
Conference

At the conference itself, LRWHF joined sessions
covering a wide range of themes, including:

Maintenance of rainwater harvesting systems in
schools

Ground challenges and innovative solutions for
ensuring long-term sustainability

Education and cultural programmes linked to water
From challenges to policy and practice: a journey of
capacity building on rainwater harvesting

These discussions offered practical insights that LRWHF can bring back to its own project sites, while also giving the
team a platform to share Sri Lanka's experience with the wider regional community.
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A Journey of Learning and
Collaboration

Rainwater for Tomorrow
From technical discussions and project el |
experiences to cultural exchange and new
professional connections, the Cambodia visit
was a meaningful journey of learning and
collaboration. LRWHF returns from this
conference with fresh ideas, strengthened
partnerships and renewed motivation to
continue building water security and resilient
communities both in Sri Lanka and as part of
a growing regional and global network.
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Nepal Delegation Visits LRWHF Project

Sites

In August 2026, LRWHF had the pleasure of welcoming Engineer Mrs. Laxmi Gurung and
Technician Mr. Ganesh Thapa Magar from Kanchan Nepal for a five-day field visit (10th-
14th August) to our project areas in Ehetuwewa, Kirinda, Kotawehera and Thimbiriyaya. The
visit marked another step in strengthening the growing partnership between Nepal and Sri

Lanka in the field of rainwater harvesting and water security.

Their visit was an opportunity to share knowledge, exchange practical experience and
strengthen a common commitment to water security and resilient communities. From
rainwater harvesting systems and groundwater recharge to agro-forest gardens, school

RWHS and community initiatives, each site reflected how local action can turn rainwater

into a valuable resource for people and ecosystems.

The visit began with a presentation session at LRWHF,
where the Kanchan Nepal team shared their work with
LRWHF members. This was followed by discussions at the
LRWHF Regional Office in Nikawaratiya, where both
organisations exchanged updates on ongoing activities and

future collaboration opportunities.

HIGHLIGHTS

KANCHAN NEPAL TEAM VISIT
LRWHF PROJECT SITES

Engineer Mrs. Laxmi Gurung and
Technician Mr. Ganesh Thapa

Magar visited household
sanitation units, household
rainwater harvesting systems,

and groundwater recharge units
during the visit

LRWHFCMB@gmail.com

NEPAL EXPERT SHARES
EXPERIENCE WITH LRWHF
MEMBERS

Engineer Mrs. Laxmi  Gurung
presented her rainwater harvesting
experience from Nepal to LRWHF
board members, sharing valuable
insights and lessons from Kanchan
Nepal's water conservation
initiatives during a dedicated
presentation session.

WWW.LANKARAINWATER.ORG

KANCHAN NEPAL TEAM
EXPLORES SRILANKA'S
ANCIENT WATER HERITAGE

The Kanchan Nepal team visited
Anuradhapura and Sigiriya to
observe ancient water conservation
systems, gaining insight into Sri
Lanka's traditional irrigation and
water management heritage

+94 112 777 635 3
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Bridging Sri Lanka and Taiwan:
Tamkang University Visits
LRWHF

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum hosted students and members of the
Economics and Education faculty of Tamkang University, Taiwan, at the Rain Center
on 7th July 2026, following a request from the university to learn more about
rainwater harvesting practices in Sri Lanka.

Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda, CEO of LRWHF, together with the LRWHF team, warmly
received the visiting delegation and shared valuable insights into Sri Lanka's
rainwater harvesting systems and practices.

Presentation and Interactive Demonstration

The visit included an informative presentation introducing LRWHF's work, followed
by an interactive demonstration of rainwater harvesting processes using 3D
modules. This hands-on approach gave the visiting students a clear, practical
understanding of how rainwater harvesting systems function, from collection to
storage to use — bridging the gap between theory and real-world application.

Knowledge Sharing and Global Collaboration

The session provided a valuable opportunity for knowledge sharing and
meaningful discussions on sustainable water management, environmental
protection, and climate resilience. By bringing together perspectives from Sri
Lanka and Taiwan, the visit created space for cross-cultural learning and
reinforced the relevance of rainwater harvesting as a solution shared across
borders.

This visit created an opportunity to exchange knowledge and strengthen
international collaboration towards a water secure and climate resilient future.

TAMKANG

UNIVERSITY, TAIWAN

ECONOMICS & EDUCATION

LANKA RAINWATER
HARVESTING FORUM

LRWHFCMB@gmail.com .LANKARAINWATER.ORG +94 112 777 635 4
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Digitalizing Community
Monitoring: Thimbiriyawa Youth
Lead the Way

As part of LRWHF's ongoing commitment to community-led
development,and build capacity, a series of training programs
were conducted to youth to monitor and track impact of the
LRWHF project at Ehetuwewa Kurunegala district.

The first session, held on 9th July 2026 at the Thimbiriyawa
Community Hall, introduced youth participants to the concept of
project monitoring. The training explained how monitoring activities
work and the role youth can play in observing and recording progress
on environmental and social initiatives within their community.

Building on this foundation, a second
training was held on 17th July 2026,
focused on practical application.
Participants were trained on how to use
the mWater Solstice App in the field,
learning to collect and submit data
directly through the platform using a
database questionnaire developed for
the project.

The Results : Community Owned
Monitoring System

Following these trainings, the selected youth
successfully established a monitoring database
covering key environmental and social
parameters. An mWater / Solstice App indicator
tracking system is now in place, populated with
data collected from 135 households across the
Ehetuwewa community.

Al mwater

K
Q o This initiative reflects LRWHF's broader

e
\ ,
-, s ) approach of empowering youth as active

“Solstice i ¢ loud 1 dd partners in community development, equipping
Solstice i1s a free, cloud based data management them with practical digital skills  while

platform developed by mWater to help strengthening the evidence base for project
governments, non-profits, and communities decision-making.

collect, visualize, and analyze data to monitor

global development and eradicate poverty”
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Key sectors drive expansion amid steady
demand and investor confidence.
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Beekeeping Takes Root: Twenty Beneficiaries
Build a Sustainable Income Stream

LRWHF's beekeeping initiative, launched on 9th
April 2026, is helping rural households in the
Kurunegala district turn a traditional skill into a
steady source of income. The programme
covers the Ehetuwewa Divisional Secretariat
Division, spanning the Diwulgane and
Thimbiriyawa Grama Niladhari divisions, and
currently supports 20 beneficiaries — 15 men
and 5 women.

Growing Colonies, Growing
Confidence

In Diwulgane village, seven beneficiaries are
actively maintaining 22 bee colonies, while in
Thimbiriyawa, five beneficiaries are managing
7 colonies. Together, these households are
building hands-on experience in colony
management, honey extraction, and hive
maintenance — skills that form the backbone
of a sustainable, community-based apiculture
practice.

Turning Hives into Income

The early results are already translating into
tangible earnings. Bee honey products are
fetching approximately LKR 4,000 per litre,
with beneficiaries collectively earning LKR
12,100 from honey sales so far. In addition,
income has been generated from the sale of
bee boxes themselves with Seven boxes were
sold at LKR 4,500 each, with a profit of LKR
220 per box.Therefore, the total profit from
the seven boxes sold was LKR 1,540.

A Model Worth Expanding

With colonies established and active across
two villages, and early income already flowing
back to beneficiary households, the
beekeeping initiative is proving to be a
practical, low-investment livelihood option
for rural families. LRWHF will continue to
support these beekeepers as colonies
mature, with an eye toward expanding the
programme to more households in the
coming seasons.

LRWHFCMB@gmail.com
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CHILDREN'S CORNER =

Rainwater harvesting means collecting
and storing rainwater for later use.
Solve the puzzles and become a

4
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- ACROSS i
P ¢
2. A place where young trees and plants are grown before being planted outside.
(7]
3. Collecting and storing rainwater for later use is called rainwater ___. (7)
- "N 5. A large container used to store harvested rainwater. (4)
; ‘E 6. A buzzing insect that helps flowers grow and makes honey. (3) .
[ pown J \
1. A living thing with roots and leaves that grows in sail. (3) K o ,\\ j
‘B 3. The sweet golden food made by bees. (5)
N 4. Typing information into an app like mWater is called data __. (5)
4
— ()
How to play: These six steps show how rainwater harvesting works, but they are all mixed up. Write a number from 1 to & in ]
each box to put them in the correct order. h
a Clean water flows into the storage tank. O a Rain falls onto the roof of the house. \ {
- -_ v 4 W
% u
() G The water is used for drinking, washing, n The water passes through a filter to
or watering plants. remove dirt and leaves. v
v ¥

My order e s e —_— —

G The water flows down from the roof into D ﬂ The water is stored safely until it is D
the gutter. needed. 3
L] I_“
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