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Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum holds

27th Annual General Meeting.
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The Lanka Rain Water Harvesting
Forum (LRWHF) successfully
convened it's 27th Annual General
Meeting (AGM) on 28 September
2024 at the Rain Centre in
Pelawatte. The AGM marked a
pivotal movement for the
organization, bringing together is
members to reflect on the past
years ‘achievements, evaluate
progress, and set the course for the
future. The event underscore the
LRWHF’'s unwavering dedication to

promoting  sustainable  water
management through rainwater
harvesting.

The chairperson of LRWHF Eng Deva
Hapugoda, inaugurated the meeting
with heartfelt welcome.
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Addressing the gathered members who joined physically and virtually, he
expressed deep gratitude for their steadfast commitment to advancing
rainwater harvesting across the country. Eng Hapugoda highlighted the
forum’s mission to provide innovative and sustainable solution to water
scarcity, emphasizing the importance of collective efforts in achieving

these goals.
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A key highlight of the AGM was the presentation of the Annual Progress Report for 2023/2024 by Dr Tanuja
Ariyananda, Chief Executive Officer of LRWHF. The report encapsulated the forum’s extensive activities,
promotion, research and development, training, networking and accomplishments, reflecting significant stride
made in various districts.

Adding depth and perceptive to the presentation made by Dr Ariyananda, district coordinators of the forum shared
localized insights and experiences. Mr Gamini Rajasinghe from Badulla district shared an overview of the
district’s initiatives and challenges while Mr Rudra Vijendran highlighted the progress in Mannar and Jaffna
Districts. Ms R Nirojany from Mullaithivu and Ms Suchithra Ariyarathne from Anuradhapura detailed their districts’
effort to promote rainwater harvesting as a viable and sustainable solution. Additionally, Ms Chanchala
Jayathilaka presented the forum’s communication outputs, emphasizing the importance of raising awareness and
disseminating knowledge to the diverse audiences. Ms Dhanushi Senanayake representing the South Asia
Rainwater Network (SARNET) provided an overview of the regional collaborations and their role in strengthening

LRWHF’s vision.
The AGM also featured the presentation of the Finance

Report for 2023/2024 by Mr Rajith Kakillarachchi, the
Finance Manager of LRWHF, who represented the
outgoing Honorary Treasurer Dr C S Weerarathne. The
report showcased the forum’s robust financial
management, ensuring the resources were allocated
effectively to achieve its objectives.

Members unanimously adapted the minutes of the
previous AGM, the annual progress report, reaffirming
their confidence in organization’s governance.

A significant moment during the AGM was the selection of
the Board of Directors for the year 2024/2025. As Dr C S
Weerarathna retired from the Board, the forum
acknowledged his invaluable contribution, particularly as
board member, and extended heartfelt gratitude for his
years of dedicated service.

Members agreed to re-appoint the current board of directors to for the next year. The reappointed leadership
included Eng Devapriya Hapugoda as the Honorary Chairperson, Prof Aruni Weerasinghe as Honorary Vice
Chairperson, Mr P R Attygalle as Honorary Secretary,and Mr Rajindra Ariyabandu as Honorary Assistant
Secretary. Mr E Gunarathnam as Honorary Treasurer with Mr M M M Aheeyar is serving as Honorary Assistant
Treasurer. Dr Praveen Kottehewa appointed as Honorary Director (Non -Post), rounding out the team of
experienced and passionate individuals committed to Streeting LRWHF forward.

The AGM concluded with a renewed sense of purpose and enthusiasm among the members. With the strong and
committed leadership the forum is well positioned to expand its reach and deepen its impact, empowering
communities across Sri Lanka to embrace sustainable water management practices. Continued collaboration and
support from stakeholders is important the achieve LRWHF’s vision of a water secure future for all.

“Every drop of rain saved is a step closer to a sustainable future.” 2
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Tarayana Foundation's approach to addressing water resource
depletion in Bhutan amidst climate Change

In a recent webinar hosted by SARNET in collaboration with the Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum, participants
gathered to discuss effective water conservation strategies and the challenges faced by Bhutan's water resources
due to climate change. The Tarayana Foundation, a prominent civil society organization in Bhutan, presented its
insights on enhancing community resilience and fortifying ecosystems through nature-based solutions and
indigenous knowledge. The webinar featured key presentations from three representatives of the Tarayana
foundation: Executive Director Ms. Sonam Pem, Technical Director and Programme Specialist Dr. Sanjay Doriji, and
Senior Programme Officer Ms. Karma Uden.

Bhutan is one of the countries most severely affected by climate
change, experiencing a significant temperature rise of 2.1
degrees Celsius over the past 70 years. Meteorological data
indicates that the nation has warmed by 1.02 degrees Celsius in
the last 27 years, with an annual increase of approximately
0.0378 degrees Celsius. Additionally, changes in precipitation
patterns have been noted. For instance, the northern region of
Gasa has begun to receive increased rainfall, while southern
areas, particularly Dagana, are encountering prolonged dry
spells. The reduction in snow cover on the highest peaks has
also been alarming, with recent snowfall diminishing to only four
to five inches, compared to the typical two to three feet known
as "Kochey" in previous years. Consequently, farmers express
concerns over losing livestock, while shifting habitats for wildlife
have become evident.

The primary water sources in Bhutan are springs, followed by streams and rivers. Of the available water, only 6.9%
is allocated for drinking, 12% for agriculture, while the remainder is utilized for commercial and other purposes. A
study highlighted that 37% of springs in Bhutan are drying up, prompting many villagers to migrate to regions where
water is more accessible. Despite Bhutan's high per capita water availability, many villages are situated in
mountainous areas, limiting their access to the abundant water sources found in lower valleys. The depletion of
water resources can be attributed to climate change and rapid deforestation.

In response to these challenges, the Tarayana Foundation initiated a spring shed development project in Sali
village, located in the Paro district, aimed at combating spring water depletion through nature-based solutions. The
first step involved conducting hydrogeological surveys to map existing water sources and identify potential recharge
areas for the springs. Following this assessment, rainwater harvesting structures were established by excavating
contour trenches and pits to capture rainwater and recharge the springs.

The community faced challenges due to the absence of proper water storage systems, which further exacerbated
the decline of water availability for agriculture. Community consultations were instrumental in gathering insights on
available resources. The results of the hydrogeological mapping were shared with community members to foster
engagement and promote active participation in the conservation and management of water resources. Workshops
on water quality testing and filtration methods were also conducted to enhance community awareness.

A hallmark of this initiative was the empowerment and capacity-building of local communities to manage their water
sources effectively. This process involved the formation of water user groups to ensure equitable distribution of
water resources and to mitigate conflicts between humans and wildlife. As a result, these efforts successfully
revived springs and increased community resilience against water shortages induced by climate change. The
ecosystem-based approach adopted in this intervention not only protected vital natural water resources but also
contributed to reducing human-wildlife conflicts, showcasing the effectiveness of collaborative, community-driven
initiatives in the face of environmental challenges.

More information on the story can be accessed on https://youtu.be/7U09RmMtIWzA

“In every drop of rain, there's a promise of a greener tomorrow.” 3
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SAFE DRINKING WATER FOR SUSTAINABLE IMPACT THROUGH
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Working with people requires patience, understanding, dedication, and hard work-qualities that are particularly
vital when engaging at the community level. Despite possessing these skills, field coordinators often encounter
significant challenges in implementing field-level activities effectively. Under the Safe Disaster-Resilient Drinking
Water for Flood and Drought-Prone Areas of Sri Lanka project, the Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum works
with rural communities suffering from acute water scarcity. These communities have limited knowledge of
alternative water sources, including rainwater harvesting. While many recognize rainwater harvesting as a
potential solution, they lack the technical understanding to implement it systematically. Field coordinators face the
challenge of educating them about the structured use of rainwater harvesting systems. This story reflects the
community feedback on the critical role of field coordinators and the positive impact of their contributions in
successfully implementing the project.

Maluvarayr Kaddayadamban is a remotevillage located in the
Madhu Divisional Secretariat Division of the Mannar
district.Surrounded by agricultural lands, the villagers primarily
engage in farming and labour work. During a field visit, we had the
opportunity to observe a loan-cum-grant scheme rainwater

5 Pah harvesting system (RWHS) installed at the household of Mr.
s A ol s Bk Jesuthasan, a proactive individual living with his wife and two
Discussion with Mr. Jesuthasan daughters.

Mr. Jesuthasan shared how the RWHS had transformed their daily lives. Previously, the family depended on well
water, which was unsuitable for drinking, forcing them to travel nearly 5 kilometers to fetch potable water. His wife
highlighted the challenges, stating, “Morning or evening, | have to go to get water from the filter. It's not an easy
task, especially during the rainy season.”

Beyond domestic use, Mr. Jesuthasan explained how the RWHS supports their agricultural activities. During the
rainy season, when 10-15 labourers work in their fields, they used to transport drinking water from the filter at an
additional cost. Now, with the RWHS providing water next to his doorstep, the family saves approximately Rs.
2,000 on the cost of getting filtered water for the people who work in agricultural activities. This simple yet
impactful intervention has reduced their financial burden and enhanced their quality of life and productivity.

Mr. Jesuthasan also shared his perspective on the Lanka
Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF) and its role in
addressing their village's water issues. He explained, “In our
village, we have had water issues for a long time. Different
people visit our village from time to time, introduce filters,
and collect money. But after some time, they disappear with
the money. We have had many bad experiences like that,

so we don't have a QOOd impreSSion of organizations that Mr. Jesuthasan and his wife mstalled RWHS
comes to help us.”

However, he expressed that his perception changed due to the efforts of Mr. Rudra Vijendran, the field
coordinator for the Mannar district. According to Mr. Jesuthasan, Mr. Rudra clearly explained the project’s
objectives and his intentions for working in their village. This transparency and the coordinator’s trustworthy
words and actions reassured the villagers. Convinced that the initiative offered a genuine and effective solution
to their longstanding water problems, Mr. Jesuthasan and his community requested tanks under the LRWHF
project, marking a turning point in their journey toward water security.

Continued on page 6

“Collect the rain, cherish the gain.” 4
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6T600TGO0T | 56 & LIMGIT (B (BHLOLIBIGHENGT (18 ME00TL_GILD, ML &
Smmleneuuilev GIUIFIGILD LTS SSLILIGHLD SHTTLOBISGTTEGLD.
81600 MIHGIT, GH6MHISET MM HILILITFET 6HTGSS&H6IT
smeorlIL@ESlern  Gumdlauid,  eumL HAufler  GuUTG
LUNTEIFUICH &6 (S GUITGILD TGO BT D6OTEHLOWITEV
LUNTEIFIEH S W TETISHEIT U(HLTI(HLLD GILI(HLD HL L &N
8miflLGeueooTiqul6iTeng)l. @hHleneuuilev eSSl HT 6L
Fauiy M MLOTH@LD SHeoflomIGHGT  GFMUTHEILD
SHMETLILIHGISTO 81600TMISHEIT DMMILD (G LPTLISS 60T ST
CLOGULD S SH@GLD BT GlqHT LITaIH6ITH @ 2 HhHD $THH 6V
SMETLILIL MO & SHJTTHSHlev Hlevald L& (LpSHSIW
NygFaFamarum@Ld. 6TeaTGe HL0dHE BHeDAIWITGIT (Bl HeD T
QUMMISHEHTGITET @& SIJTD LDSHHET AW 2 6ITeT
EIUIMG] &51600TM| 316V6VF| 6RM G185 TEnEVEIG 2 GITEIT LDEVEVTE
m&flev 2 66 RO HT &S &HIL HlawwsHH L &G 61Feen
BauenoTiq Wl MHlenev &HMeRTLILIGSSIMG]. eUML & &Meungerfleor
Burgl Qumgl sleormmieor HFlGT SIW (GHHMEUTHELD
8leoorm| euMMILILD STERTLILIGISTEV @Glq b LIMMTEHEGemm
SMeTLILIHaISTS LINTECHF L06SH6IT 61T @il & 8I6Tereor.

allaugFmTwd MM S»e0lGaSTH @LOLDSSH6NT 60T
Nysmeor BauGerTUmUWILDTS STeuoTlIL(H6TMg|. @®LILNa)|D
Q36 CLHALD SHleDLGHEGLD UHLOTEITLD HLD&HES ClLITHWGTAITS
Qe TR Gl H(HSHHTEH FHOG| AUDBLOTETSHSH D R(H
UGFHemw  FuaBausTaaw  gFlallgsery. ACHT(H
QUEBLOLITEOTET  (GBLOUIMISGIT  [HETL. STV WSS S 60TMev
UTSHSHSLILIL (H @ LIGDOT HEDEVENLDS G |6156NG
0185 TGDOTLq (HLILIG TGV DN JEF MBI G S| 60T TV GULPBIGLILI(HLD
- FTHS QsThLILTaNET (LaVBLD HTEMTHS 6lFaE]HENIT
LLT5S0FIGHI aU(bHSHITMeT]. b Hlenevulley Qoumbiens
wenlp BT CFHFILIL] ANMLWSHH T (LPVeDNHHE] LOTEUL L
RHBISEMETLILITeTITeT $l(HLodl. R. BT TR6sN iauTH6TTev
5 HJTOBISET AL L CFWesSHFHem 2 HallujL eor
SeooTLMWLILL(h  JUTHEHHEHTeT GlgbhT LNysFFemerenul
HeuTsHFH CFULIW Qavmiensd Wedp HT GFHFILIL] AemLOWILD
W6TaIbHSHFH. Qevmiensuiley GEUGTEMD MM IML SIWIMEV
uTHlsalupY  LNJCsFms@Ebhsh@ SHILMeT  Glqbheny
QUMMISESHTHSSN 6leTa)ld GIFWMSILGSHleor &L USAID
HM16160T5 ) GoT )Y 160|570 60T G T(H Q&ML
0SB @EHSHHTET LODLPHT HTHISHEMET HeMLDSHGSLD LIcufI&H6IT
202210 QHeOOTIQET (P60 LG ullev HToN&SUILLL &I QF
QFWMSHL 5360 WPSMSLLLDTSH LIGDGITWI(LP(THSH600TIG.
SJTwsHSHlev 15 FHTHIHISHEHLD NG  3UIGHSHEIN(SHGITLD
SJMLOG S 6V 45 & MHISH) & GHLD 6T MG
NS LILIL_(HGITEITGOT.
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CONTINUATION OF PAGE 4

Mr. Jesuthasan highlighted an important point that significantly contributes to the success of a project: the
crucial role played by field coordinators during ground-level implementation. While implementing a project might
seem straightforward, ensuring its success and sustainability requires building a strong understanding and
collaboration among the stakeholders. It is essential for both the project team and the beneficiaries to have a
clear and shared understanding of the project's objectives. If this alignment is missing on either side, the project
is likely to face challenges and may not achieve long-term success

The Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum has recognized this crucial aspect and carefully plans its projects to
enhance beneficiary awareness. This is achieved through a structured approach that includes awareness
sessions, site visits prior to site selection, and a second round of awareness sessions before installing the
rainwater harvesting systems. This strategy ensures a solid foundation for the project before construction
begins. Moreover, well-organized workflow fosters a positive perception of the Forum among the community,
creating a favourable environment for collaboration and successful implementation.

The Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum successfully implement the project and provide safe drinking water to
the beneficiaries in Maluvarayr Kaddayadamban due to effective coordination and dedicated ground-level
engagement. This approach ensures that the needs of the community are met and that the project is executed
with strong support and involvement from all stakeholders.

CONTINUATION OF PAGE 5
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HEOEUEDLD VIS 2 5HBWTHHHTHEMTTL SLHG RBUUF WIHW GLESTETETLUILLL &6
allgwsgdler BUTE Q&HBHTTD WHHEDHHEG UPBISUULL  WwephHT BGFsflUy HTHIS&6T
Gl umyepeuulL it 65Tk UwerTeMaGamT(h SHevbhHIeDTWTY WP HT STHIS GGTLFLITET
ANGUTH6TH| ANGNILIAIBIHNGT LMW HHH. RH6TCUTHI AUTHGT UMl FleesTaumbi seriler GUTg)
weaTall HHTSHMES MFsHdHleMev CFeTN HHHSHHHHLULLL HEDT 6ISHT6ITEUGTE 615 6 60T TV
ITHHW 3000 HUT auengulley FME] GCIFWMSTHAID AHIWL HLONTH RSNHTH (D
CmrsHems OsavauflliugTsaw  sflallgsery. AHCHTH CeUGTET  ANTTSHSHSH 6TCLTG)
23 WIGHTSGIT(SHGITLD LOMMILD L& SHI616U L (HGUTEIT (&H6ITHIS M6V GUTET LITLGISTeL L& G lquilBLiL&&arfev
EeUGTETHT 2 L L|@GHeUSTHALD HL0g| SHTTGSMESTT CLUTHGMTHSH $6DLLGMSTO W GbHS oL
AIUANLILUGTS CSHaSSH6TT. WeDPHT STHISISHM6T GILIMNMISHEISHTEITLGDLOWTE HLGH| @il Iq6v
F5HGLOMTET G lqHE®T euBLL WPILLIGILD QLIMMIHISTETEUSTHEILD SH6I CLHGULD SHLDG] 6U(HLOTEITS S 6V
R UGSleow BFflEHS WIgasTHaIL F5flalgsherny. GMILILTS SIJTwHSle 2 6Tem FmIHTsH
CmmwmeM&er  wedWHeHT UMGGUFHTe GQUFIGID LWETDLAUSTHALD  AW6eUTHE6TT(H
LS HHISTeTaISTHAD WS IPFAU LT 0F5flalgsHern]. GeIb HWEHEG GlqHHeHsTeT MHIIHST
STemau we»pHT HTHIS cpeld QeEeUFLOTS auLpmISIW LRWHF wmmiw USAID HIMIcuershdlM@ $Log)
LOGOTLOM I [h& HGIT M) &H6m6T 615 el &S e6or.

"Water level is going low, why we are very slow; Save Rain Water!”
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MRS. PIRATHAPAN VILOGIKA MISS.RAVIKARAN THANUSIKA
FRANCE University of Jaffna

These creative artworks were sent to us by Ms. Thayabaran Samandi, a teacher at Moonkilaru Primary School.

. "Wishing you a sustainable and water-wise 2025, where every drop of
: rain counts for a brighter future!

d8w Varsha Teugegm

Please send your creations, ideas, letters, articles and suggestions to the address given below.
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