
Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum held its 10th 
Anniversary celebration and annual symposium,  
on the 23r d   June 2007 at Savsiripaya, Wi-
jerama Road, Colombo 07. Hon. Dinesh Gun-
awardena, the Minister for Urban Development 
and Sacred Area Development graced the occa-
sion as the chief guest. 
In his address minister Gunawardena congratu-
lated LRWHF for achieving so much in the field 
of rain water harvesting, and thanked the mem-
bers of LRWHF, for the services provided for the 
people of Sri Lanka. He announced that the Le-
gal Draftsman has approved the draft leg islation 
to amend the UDA laws to incorporate rain water 
harvesting. He also mentioned that different 
authorities, agencies, institutions of the country 
should take serious concern and effective meas-
ures to implement rain water harvesting to meet 
the national requirement of water and MDG goal 
that has been laid down by the international 
community and  Sri Lanka. 
Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum presented a 
model of RWH system to the Hon. minister as a 
token of appreciat ion for his contribution in pro-
moting RWH in Sri Lanka.  
The symposium was aimed to share experiences  
and findings of different rain water harvesting  
user groups such as domestic, industrial and 
public institut ions. Presentations were made by 
Mr Duleep Gunawardena on Update on legisla-

tion changes for rain water harvesting ; Mr Victor 
Gunathilaka, on Rain water harvesting for do-
mestic need in the urban areas; Major Jayantha 
Gunathilaka on Rain water harvesting system at 
Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council Building at 
New Town Ratnapura and  Mr Neil Perera on 
rain water harvesting system at  David Pieris 
Motor Company  factory complex. 
An exhibit ion of posters from school children 
from the South and East of the country as well 
as a photograph collection of 10 years of 
achievements of LRWHF were on display. Um-
brellas printed with messages promoting rain 
water harvesting were given to all guests who 
attended the occasion.  

Tanuja Ariyananda,Director,LRWHF 

10th Anniversary of LRWHF 

Message from the Chairman - LRWHF  
It is with great pleasure that I send this mes-
sage to the news letter of LRWHF. This year,  
LRWHF celebrate its 10th Anniversary. LRWHF 
has come a long way since its inception in 
1997. It has 3 offices and 12 staff members 
and has expanded it activities throughout the 
island. 
We  have not only been able to promote the 
concept of rainwater harvesting in all districts  
through demonstrat ion projects, awareness 
programs and  training, but also have been 

successful in influencing the government to make 
rain water harvesting legalized in Sri Lanka. This 
year marks the passing of the bill to amend the 
UDA drainage laws to incorporate rain water har-
vesting in new buildings. 
I wish the LRWHF, its partners and supporters 
every success in promoting rain water harvesting  
to serve the people who suffer due to problems of 
water. 
Lahiru Perera, Chairman , LRWHF 
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  In 1996 a small group of interested 
persons came together to organize a 
network to collect & share the experi-
ences in rain water harvesting within 
the country. Following the response 
from the public to a advert isement 
placed in the newspapers, the group 
considered its role and potential in 
promoting the use of rain water har-
vesting and  formed into a Forum with 
the aim to, identify existing rain water 
harvesting practices in the country, 
develop further techniques for collec-
tion of rain water, promote the applica-
tion of rain water for domestic pur-
poses through information, communi-
cation, awareness raising, initiate fur-
ther study to make recommendations 
for maintaining good rain water har-
vesting practices. 

 
The main areas of activities the Forum 
proposed to be involved were promo-
tion, research and development, infor-
mation and communication on rain 
water harvesting. 

 
 The Forum was officially launched as 
Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum 
on 19th of Marc h 1997 by the then 
Minister for National Housing  & Public 
Utilities, Hon.Nimal Siripala de Silva. 
The Forum was registered under the 
companies act No.17 of 1982, Regis-
teration No.NA 599. Forum logo was 
patented and registered with patent 
and trade mark office. The first Council 
of management of  LRWHF was ap-
pointed by the 7 founder members. Mr 
S.H.C. de Silva, the Former President 
of Institute of Engineers and Director 
of Department of  Irrigat ion was ap-
pointed the first Chairman. At the ini-
tiation there were 49 members in the 
Forum. 
 
During the first year of operation the 
Forum received funding from Nether-
lands Embassy Local Environmental 
Fund to promote, demonstrate, re-
search on rain water harvesting for 
domestic use in Sri Lanka. 
During the 2 nd year, the forum had 

over 60 members, from government,  
non- government organizat ions, re-
search institutes as well as interested 
individuals. During this period the Fo-
rum office established at Vijay Ku-
maratunga Mawatha, Colombo 5 and 
had recruited 3 staff members. LRWHF 
organized a multi disciplinary sympo-
sium in collaboration with Open Univer-
sity of Sri Lanka to encourage research-
ers, practitioners and others to share 
their findings and to promote rain water 
as an option for domestic water supply.  
The awareness programs conducted by 
the Forum in the media as well as in the 
form of  seminars have created much 
public & official interest in rain water 
harvesting. 
 
In addit ion, the Forum won a research 
award from the European Union to con-
duct a 3 year research study titled Do-
mestic Roof water harvesting in the Hu-
mid Tropic with partnership with War-
wick University, UK, IIT Delhi, India, and 
FAKT, Germany 
 
During the 3r d year , LRWHF was able to 
promote rain water harvesting in 6 dis-
tricts through demonstration projects, 
conduct training programs for trainers, 
training for masons on construction and 
conduct awareness programs for gov-
ernment & non government organiza-
tions. The Forum  through the local 
communit ies, NGO’s & local authorities   
promoted the applicat ion of rain water 
harvesting and created a  pool of skilled 
masons on construction of rain water 
harvesting systems in Putt lam, Trinco-
malee, Anuradhapura, Hambanthota,  
Ampara, & Gampaha districts. 
The total membership of LRWHF in-
creased to 87 during the 4t h year . Sev-
eral demonstrat ion tanks were con-
structed and a number of research 
studies were conducted  during this  
year.  
Research studies were done on quality 
of collected rain water, and establish 
the concept of household water security 
using rain water Harvesting in rural Sri 
Lanka. 

P A G E 2  

Path of decade of LRWHF 
 During  the 5t h year  the Forum, was 
successful in promoting rain water har-
vesting through demonstrat ion projects  
in 7 districts. In this period the attention 
went to Anuradhapura, Hambanthota,  
Kegalle, Kurunegalla, Colombo, Em-
bilit ipit iya and Vavniya districts. Also in 
this year the total membership  reached 
the limitat ion of 100. Mainly the main 
phase of DFID KaR funded project to 
research study on “Low Cost Roof water 
Harvesting for very poor households in 
the humid tropics”  was launched in 
partnership with Warwick University,  
Water Action Ethiopia and ACCORD 
Uganda. 
 
During the 6th year of LRWHF, the spe-
cial event was that the forum receiving  
the Green award as the best environ-
mental NGO by the Sri Lanka Environ-
ment Journalist Foundation (SLEJF) in 
collaboration with Asia – Pacific Forum 
of Environmental Journalist (APFEJ). The 
forum obtained funds from GTZ to pro-
mote rain water harvesting in urban 
areas. Also construction of  demonstra-
tion tanks, awareness programs and 
mason training programs were con-
ducted during this year. 
 
During the year 2003/04, the 7th year 
of LRWHF, it was possible to promote 
rain water harvesting and its technology 
in the North and the East district  
through demonstration projects and 
training programs.  Projects were imple-
mented in Vavuniya, Vanathavillu, Mi-
hinthale, Padaviya, Ambanpola & Co-
lombo.  

 
The Forum launched activities in two 
new areas of rain water harvest-
ing .These were on, rain water for en-
hancing biodiversity in home gardens in 
the dry zone and a study to use rain 
water in cash crop production funded by 
UNDP and Center for Poverty Analysis. 
( contd………..page 7) 
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>¾u l,dmSh rgla jk Y%S ,xldfõ ksj¾;k jeis jkdka;r 
fndfyda  fihska  oelsh yelsh. tfiau îug iqÿiq  c, W,Am;a  
iy ñßosh  c,dY  j,ska  imsß  fï iqkaor osjhsk tys jdih 
lrkakkag uy.=  iïm;ls. kuq;a   ,xldfõ  iuyr  m%foaY  
j,   mqoa.,hkag   îug iy   tosfkod  mßfNdackh  i|yd   

c,h   ,nd.ekSfï  oS   hï hï  wmyiq;d j,g  uqyqK oSug   

isÿfõ. 

 
fïjdg   fndfyda   fihska  fya;=  ù we;af;a  miq.sh  ld,fha 

,xldjg  uqyqK  oSug  isÿjQ iqkdñ Wjÿr iy Y%S  ,xldfõ N+  

úYu;djhhs.  tfiau  N+.; c,fhA   lGsk;djho   fuhg  

fndfyda  fihska n,md we;. 

 
iqkdñ  Wjÿr ksid Y%S  ,xldfõ fjr<dY% s; m%foaY j, ñßosh  
,sx   j,g  yd   N+.;   c,hg  lrosh  ñY%  ùfuka    tajd  

Ndú;hg  .;  fkdyels  ;;ajhg  m;aúh. tfiau Wia l÷  

iys;  m%foaY  j,  ck;djg o  c,h  ,nd  .ekSfïoS   úúO   

ÿIalr;d j,g  uqyqK  oSug isÿj we;af;a N+.; c,  uÜgu  
b;d .eUqßka msysgd ;sfnk neúks. 

 

tfiau  wfkla  idOlh  jkafka c,fha lGsk;djhhs.c,fha  
lGsk;djh hkq  N+.; c,fhA  Ca++    idkAøKh jeäùu  jk  
w;r  fuu c,ho  mdkhg  kqiqÿiq   ;;Ajhl  we;. tfiau  

fjr<dY% s;j  N+.;  c,fha  Cl-  whk  jeä   idkaøKhlska   
wvx.= ùu o tu c,hmßfNdackfhka ck;dj bj;a lsÍug  

fya;=jla ù we;.  

 

fujeks m%foaY j,g b;du;a úYsIaG wdfoaYlhla f,i jeis c
,h /ia lsÍu y÷kajd osh yelsh.ukd  l<uKdldÍ;ajhlska  
hq;=j tla /ia lr  .;A  jeis   c,h   ;ukaf.A mßfNdackhg   

.ekSu i|yd yqre ùfuka fjk;a m%Nj j,ska  c,h ,nd .ekSu
g hdfïoS  jehjk wu;r úhoï   iy  ld,h ;ud fj; b;sß   

lr .ekSug yelshdj we;. 

 

jeis c,h tla /ia lr m%fha dckhg .ekSu Y%S  ,dxlslhka jk 
wmg kqyqre kqmqreÿ fohla fkdjk w;r w;S;fha isg ñksiqka  
Bg mqreÿ ù isáfhdah. fmd,a w;a;la fyda flfi,a fld<hla  
.il  .eg  .id  tys  my< fl<jrg    l,hla  ;eîfuka 

Tjqka c,h tla /ia lrf.k we;.tfiau wo Y%S ,xldfõ c, 
wmyiq;d we;s m%foaY j, ck;dj ish jy<g mS,s fhdod thska  
.,d  tk jeis c ,h ma,diaála gexlshla fyda  úYd, ner,h
la N dú;fhka tl;=  lr .ekSu ÿ¾,N oiqkla fkdfõ. 
 

jeis c,h /ia lsÍu ms<sn| ish wjOdkh ;oskau fhduq  lr   
we;s,jir oyhlg jeä ld,hla tu lafIa;%fha  lghq;=   lrk  
wdh;khla f,i ,xld jeis c,h/ia lrkakkaf.a  ixioh  
y÷kajd osh yelsh.oekg fuu wdh;kh u.ska   ol=Kq m<df;a 
.d,a,,ud;r iy yïnkaf;dg osia;%slalj, l%shd;aul lrñka 
mj;sk c,  wmyiq;d  mj;sk  mqoa.,hkag  fkdñ,fha  jeis   

c, moaO;s ,ndoSfï jevms<sfj, óg fyd|u ksoiqkla f,i o
elaúh yelsh. 

 

wmf;a hk c,h  ukd  l<uKdldÍ;ajhlska  hq;=j  tla /ia  

lsÍu mukla fkdj kd.ßl c, .e,Sï o kj;d ,Sug yelsùu  
;=,skA  jeis  c,h  /ia  lsÍu  úYsIaG   l%shdj,shl 

 fmr.ukAlre ù we;. 

jeis c,h wmg iïm;ls 
mS.î .wd¾ . ùrr;Ak 

lafIA;% ks,Odß ,ol=Kq jHdmD;sh 
,xld jeis c,h /ia lrkakkaf.a ixioh 

ONGOING PROJECTS OF LRWHF 

♦ Project to implement rain water harvesting in Tsunami 
affected areas of the Southern Prov ince 

• Construction of 3,000 RWH systems in Galle, Matara,  
       Hambanthota 
• Conduct awareness programs, Exhibitions, Training to pro-

mote RWH 
 
♦ Pilot project to introduce drip irrigation practices with 

Rain Water Harvesting 
 
♦ Project to implement rain water harvesting in Tsunami 

affected areas of the Ampara district 
• Conduct 140 RWH systems in Ampara district 
• Construct 10 RWH systems in schools 

P A G E 3  

Rain water harvesting tanks in Rathgama —
Nisalasewana (Tsunami housing scheme) 

j¾Id Varsha  uI]i.!2007/08— Dec/Jan 



Following the launching of the National Policy on Rain Wa-
ter Harvesting on 25 June, 2005 a bill was gazetted by the 
Minister of Urban Development and Sacred Area Develop-
ment on the 25th August 2007 to amend the UDA Law, No. 
41 of 1978, to facilitate rain water harvesting. 

The regulat ion propose that 

• Every building both existing and proposed shall have 
adequate gutters and down pipe to ensure collecting rain 
water from roof and that minimum rain water falls directly 
from the roof to the ground.  

• Infiltrat ion ground without causing dampness to adja-
cent buildings and walls. 

• Collected water is stored in a rain water holding facil-
ity as specified capacity as recommended by Scheduled VI 

• After satisfying the Minimum Equivalent Rain water 
Holding Provision specified by Schedule VI excess water 
may be discharged to the street drains or an approved 
outlet. 

• Every plan submitted for obtaining development per-
mit, Shall comply with the Schedule VI Requirements for 

Provision of Rain water Harvesting meas ures.  

(Extraction of schedule IV: Minimum Equivalent Rain water 
Holding Provision)  
Tanuja Ariyananda, Director, LRWHF 
 
 

 

P A G E 4  

osh ìxÿj Tn wu;hs 

Update on National Rain Water Harvesting Policy 

wyiska ìug j             g 

ì÷jla kEr k;= fld            g 

jev .ksõ yeu ú            g 

lSh merl=ñ ksß÷ Tn y                           g 

                                                    
whdf,a fkdh                  jd
wmg ksjila io                 jd
t;=, wm r|                   jd
.f;d;a Tn yg fi;la fjk           jd 

 

oïoia ,shkf.A 

msú;=re lú iudch 

W!reuq;a;  

fuisß ,la for        fKa 

oskqj úrejka fmdr                            fKa 

w;sks jeõ ;ekq       fKa 

uf.a cSjh tyso /÷      fKa 

 

Wia jq l÷ uqÿfk        ;a 

my;a ;ek ;eks fmdf<dfj       ;a 

;=re ,shg meyem        ;a 

;ekqfj miqìu uuhs ljo       ;a 

 

ish .Kka wlal        r 

l=Uqre ìulg m;al        r 

wiajkq rgla n         r 

.kak iyho ÿksñ is;ahq               r 

 

thska u;= fkdkej        ; 

;j;a uf. fyd| jev we               ; 

;e,S fmdä jqk .        ; 

u;ska úÿ,sh Tng foñ ñ       ; 

 

 

There is no better 
 quality water  

      Available naturally 
                Than 

         Rain water 
              

Annual 
RF 
(mm) 

Minimum volume(m3) required per 100m2 
of roof area & hard paved area 

  Residential Com-
merci
al 

In-
dust
rial 

Institu 
tion Do-

mesti
c 

Apart-
ments
/Cond
omini
ums 

750-1000 1.5 2.5 5 8 10 
1000-1500 1.5 2.5 3 8 10 
1500-2000 1.5 2.5 3 5 10 
2000-2500 1.5 2.5 3 3 5 
2500-3000 1.5 2.5 2 2 3 
3000-4000 1.5 2.5 1 1 2 
4000-5000 1.5 2.5 0.5 1 1 
5000-6000 1.5 2.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 
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P A G E 5  

Rain water safety plan -( Courtesy  of Malteser International) 
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fqXk<kqg<ogi{<me/! -f<fqjzbqz<!
-zr<jg! ljpfQi<! Osgiqg<Gl<! njlh<H!
(Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Fo-
rum)! -l<lg<gTg<G! mieqmi!
)DANIDA)! wEl<! ome<lii<g<! fim<ce<!
fqXuek<Kme<! -j{f<K! ljpfQi<s<!
Oslqh<Hk<! kir<gqgjt! njlk<K! nke<!
&zl<! lg<gtqe<! GcfQi<k<! Okjujbh<!
H,i<k<kq!osb<b!Le<!uf<kK/!

!

nkech<hjmbqz<! -ke<! Nvl<h! Ouj.
zgt<! 3117l<! N{<M! \euiq! likl<!
Nvl<hqg<gh<hm<mK/! -ke<!
Nvl<hg<gm<mlig! ohiqbfQziuj{?! lV.
kLje! Ngqb! -V! gqvilr<gTg<Gl<!
ljpfQi<k<kir<gqgt<! upr<gk<!
kQi<lieqg<gh<hm<mK/!
nh<hGkqbqe<! hqvOksosbziti<!
dkuqk<kqm<mlqmz<! h{qh<hiti<!
NgqObiiqe<! nElkqBme<! gqvil!
nhquqVk<kqs<sr<g! dXh<hqei<gtqe<!
dkuqBme<! 3117! ohh<vuiq! likl<!
-u<uqV! gqvilr<gtqZl<! uqpqh<H{i<Ug<!
gVk<kvr<Ggt<! fmik<kh<hm<me/! nke<!
hqe<ei<! gz<Lje! dou^<zq! gz<Z~
ibqz<! lii<s<lik! fMh<hGkqbqz<! yV!
lqgh<hqvli{<mlie!
g{<gim<sq!-ml<ohx<xK/!

-kech<hjmbqz<! lg<gt<! likqi q!
ljpfQi<k<! kir<gqjb! hii<g<g! Ou{<Ml<!
we<hkx<gig! ohiqbfQzuj{!
lgiuqk<kqbizbk<kqz<! likqi q! fQ i<k<kir<gq!
ye<X! njlg<gh<hm<mK/! nke<! hqe<!
lg<gtqe<! Ou{<MOgitqe<! Ohiqz<!
nuvui<! uQMgTg<G! fQi<k<kir<gqgt<!
njlg<gh<hm<me/!

-zr<jgjbh<! ohiXk<kujvbqz<! hz!
Gc! fQi<! utr<gt<! gi{h<hMgqe<xe/!
njubiUl<! ljp! uQp<s<sqbqe<! &zl<!
fqvh<hh<hMgqe<xe?! nk<Kme<! nux<Xt<!
fqzk<kc! fQi<! lm<MOl! Ofvcbig!
Gch<hkx<G! hiuqg<gg<! %cbkig!
dt<tK! Wjebju! K~
b<jlh<hMk<kh<hm<m! hqe<eOv! GcfQvig!
hiuqg<gg<!%cbkig!dt<tK/!uVmif<k!
Gc! fQi<k<OkjubieK! 3/8% uQkk<kiz<!
nkqgvqk<Kg<!ogi{<M!osz<ukig!Oksqb!
fQi<! upr<gt<! ucgizjlh<H! sjh!
okiquqk<Kt<tK/!

sikiv{lig! fQi<! hqvs<sqje! uVuK!
ljp! uQp<s<sqbqe<! slex<x!
hqvs<sqjebiziGl< /! dzi<! uzb!
lium<mr<gtqz<! ljp! gizr<gtqz<!
out<tLl< ?! oubqz<! gizr<gtqz<!
gMjlbie! uvm<s<sq! Wx<hMuKl<!
-keiOz/! nk<Kme<! gjvObivh<!
hqvOksr<gtqz<! fqzk<kc! fQvieK! gmz<!
fQiqe<! fqzg<gQp<! Ym<mk<kqeiz<!
dui<s<sqbigq! Gch<hkx<G! Lcbilz<!
OhigqxK/!

-f<k!nch<hjmbqz<!gqpg<gqe<!gjvObiv!
lium<mr<gtqz<! ye<xie! nl<hijv!
lium<mk<kqz<! -h<hqvs<sqje! okimi<f<K!
uVgqe<xK/! nk<Kme<! 3115! csl<hi<!
likk<kqz<! Wx<hm<m!
SeilqbieK! -l<lium<m! gjvObiv!
gqvilr<gtqe<! fqzk<kcfQjv!
Gcg<gLcbilz<!osb<Kuqm<mK/!

Seilqbqe<! hqe<! -h<hGkq! lg<gTg<G!
GcfQi<< ! upr<gjz! hz! fqXuer<gt<!
osb<ke! Neiz<! gizh<Ohig<gqz<!
nkje! hz! hqvs<sqjegtiz<!

OlZl<! nosl<tq! y0h<! Ogim<!
)Assembly of god)! wEl<! Okuzbl<!
Seilqbqeiz<!hikqg<gh<hm<m!lg<gTg<G!
sutg<gjmbqz<! 5:! uQMgt<! gm<cg<!
ogMk<kK/! sutg<gjmBl<!
GcfQi<h<hqvs<sqje! djmb! hqvOksl<!
we<hkiz< /! nu<uizb! lkOhikgiqe<!
Ou{<MOgitqe<! Ohiqz<! nu<utU!
uQMgTg<Gl<! ljpfQi<! Osgiqg<Gl<!
kir<gqgt<! gm<cg<! ogiMg<gh<hm<mK/!
nke<! hqe<ei<! hi{<cVh<H?! gz<Lje!
lg<gtqe<! Ou{<MOgiTg<gq{r<g!
nr<Gl<!ljpfQi<! Osgiqg<Gl<!kir<gqgt<!
gm<mh<hm<me/! nke<! hqe<! lz<m<msi<!
si<uOks! )Malteser! International)?!
lx<Xl<!mieqmi! )DANIDA) dkuqBme<!
nm<mits<Osje!)Nzl<Gtl< *?!hGkqb.
qZl<! ohik<Kuqz<! )osr<gill< ?!
G{<MlM?! aqkbHvl< ?! sIOuikbHvl< ?!
Wk<kl< * hGkqgtqZl<! ljpfQi<!
Osgiqg<Gl<! kir<gqgt<! gm<mh<hm<me/!
OlZl<! sqxqktU! ljpfQi<s<! Oslqh<Hk<!
kir<gqgjt!FAO!lx<Xl<!Sewa Lanka!
fqXuek<Kme<! -j{f<Kl<! 611! g<G!
Olx<hm<m! ljpfQi<! Osgiqg<Gl<!
kir<gqgt<!njlg<gh<hm<Mt<te/!!
sgz! -mr<gtqZl<! fQi<k<kir<gqgt<!
gm<mhMukx<G! Le<ei<! uqpqh<H{i<Ug<!
gVk<kvr<Ggt<! fmik<kh<hm<me/!
kx<OhiK! nl<lg<gt<! -f<fQjvOb! klK!
GcfQi<k<! Okjug<G! hbe<hMk<kq!
uVgqe<xii<gt< /!
 T. Vimal 
 National Water Supply & Drainage 
 Board— Kalmunai 

nl<hijv!lium<mk<kqz<!Seilqbiz<!hikqg<gh<hm<m!hqvOksr<gtqz<!Gc!

fQjv!ljpfQI!Osgiqh<H!Dmig!upr<gz<!(Rain Water Harvesting)!
!
!

P A G E 6  

jeis c,hhs cSú;hhs 

c,h ,nd .ekSug yelshdj we;;a ta i|yd úYd, 
úhoulA ork w;r th ish¿ fokdgu isÿ lr .ekSug 

fkdyelsh.  
tneúka fyd|u úi÷ula f,iska  fmkajd osh yelafla 
jeis  c,h /iA lsÍuhs.  fuu.ska  b;d msßisÿ c,h 
úhoulska f;drj ,nd .ekSug yelshdj ,efí.  tfy;a 
fï ms<sn|j fndfyda fokdf.a fkdoekqj;alu ksid 
m%ñ;shlg wkqj jeis  c,h /ia fkdlrk nj wmg fmkS 

hhs. 
úfYaIfhka yïnkaf;dg jeks m%foaYj, jeis c,h /ia 
l,;a tys l%uj;a njla fkdue;s nj wm oel we;.  ta 
i|yd ksis l<uKdlrkhlska  hq;=  jeis  c,h /ia lsÍfï 
moaO;s ,xld jeis c,h /ia lrkakkaf.A ixioh ;=,ska 

y÷kajd oS we;. ̂ 7 msgqjg & 

fidnd oyfuka ,efnkakd jQ  uyÕ= odhdohls jeisosh.  wm 
,xldj ;=,oS  ,nd .; yels myiqu yd msßisÿ c,h f,i jeis 

c,h y÷kajd osh yel.   
mqrdK ld,fha cSj;a jQ ñksiqka ñys;,h u;g jefgk jeis 
c,h ì|laj;a wmf;a  fkdhjd  bka m%fhdAckh .ekSug uy;a 

fjfyila oerE nj tl,ays ;kjd ;snQ  jeõ fmdl=Kq wdosfhka 

oel.; yelsh. 
oeka b;du myiq l%u Ndú;fhka jeis c,h /ia lsÍfï 
jevigyka osh;a lr we;.  f;;a l,dmh ;=, wjqreoafoa jeä 
ld,hl j¾Idj ,efnk w;r wfkl=;a  úh<s l,dm j,g 
j¾Idj ,efnkafka u|la wvqfjka jk w;r w¾O Y=Ial l,dm 

j,g j¾Idj wvqfjkau ,efí.fuysoS jeäfhkau mSvd ú|skafka  

úh<s  iy  w¾O  Y=IAl l,dm  j,  ck;djhs.   fuysoS   N+.;  

j¾Id Varsha  uI]i.!2007/08— Dec/Jan 



( From page 02) 
The major success during the 8th year of  
LRWHF during 2004/2005 period was  
the approval of rain water harvesting  
policy by the Cabinet of Ministers on the 
26th July 2005. Following the 7th sympo-
sium of LRWHF on urban rain water 
harvesting, agreed by the Hon. Dinesh 
Gunawardana, Minister for Urban Devel-
opment & Water Supply, a committee 
was appointed to formulate a policy and 
strategy for rain water harvesting. The 
committee drafted the policy and after 
public consultat ion presented it to par-
liament for approval. The Forum imple-
mented several major projects during  
this period in the North and East, urban 
areas and in the dry zone areas. 
 
The major success during the 9th year,  
period (2005/2006) was the support to 
establish the Rain Water Secretariat at  
the Ministry of Urban Development &  
Water Supply. Rain water harvesting  
was also recognized and recommended 
for reconstruction of houses for the tsu-
nami victims by the Ministry of Urban 
Development & Water Supply. 

 
During this period, Lanka Rain Water 
Harvesting Forum extended their social 
aids for tsunami victims. Two major pro-

jects were implemented in the Eastern 
and the Southern province of Sri Lanka.  
In the east, the project was funded by 
NWS & DB/Danida Tsunami water pro-
ject to construct 210 rain water harvest-
ing systems for the tsunami affected 
households in Kalmunai. Project in the 
south was a 3 year project funded by 
Malteser International / UNICEF to con-
struct 3300 rain water harvesting  sys-
tems in Galle, Matara and Hambantota 
districts. Two other projects imple-
mented during this period were 1. pilot  
study to construct a rain water harvest-
ing system in Carolina estate funded by 
TFSR-RV and 2. pilot project to improv-
ing home gardening through drip irriga-
tion in the dry lands in Sri Lanka funded 
by IDE. 
 
 This year Lanka Rain Harvesting Forum 
celebrated its 10th anniversary. The ma-
jor success during the 10th year 
(2006/2007) is the approval of legisla-
tion to implement rain water harvesting  
at household and institut ion level, by 
the Cabinet of Ministers. In September 
2006, LRWHF supported to organized 
an international workshop on rain water 
harvesting  in Kandy in collaboration 
with Ministry of Urban Development and 
Water Supply and National Water Sup-

ply and Drainage Board to share 
experience and  knowledge with ex-
perts in the South Asian region.  
 
The workshop was attended by 5  
relevant ministers from SAARC coun-
tries namely, India, Nepal, Maldives, 
Bhutan & Sri Lanka. The ministers 
present signed a declaration to pro-
mote rain water harvesting in their 
respective countries at this work-
shop. The major projects of the year 
were Tsunami water projects in 
South & East. 1200 tanks in the 
south & 508 tanks in the east were 
constructed for Tsunami houses this 
year. 

 
 Lanka Rain Harvesting Forum has 
been giving support to many people 
around the island suffering from 
water scarcity as well to tsunami 
victims. Also LRWHF hope to pro-
mote rain water harvesting providing  
long term solut ion for water scarcity 
as well flooding problems in urban 
areas . 
 

Sanduni Ariyawansa 
Off ice Administrator 
LRWHF 

P A G E 7  

^6 msgqfjka&  

oekg ,xldfõ fndfyda  m%foaYj, ,xld jeis  c,h 
/ialrkakkaf.a   ixioh ;=,ska  gexls úYd, m%udKhla idÞ 
we;s w;r ta  i|yd úYd, uqo,la ork nj o wms oksuq.  fuhska  

lsj fkdyels ;rï uy;a fiajdjla isÿjkq we;.  
ksfjia j, isfuka;sfhka bosjk fuu gexls i|yd iq¿ 
m%udKfhka uqo,a  úhoula hk w;r bka miq ,nkakd jQ  wd¾:sl 

jdish .ek lsisfjla fkdis;kjd we;.   
fuu.ska  fjk;a c, uQ,dY%hlska c,h f.k taug hjk ld,h 
b;sß lr hï m%fhdAckj;a ld¾hlg fhoùug o c, ì,am;a 
i|yd f.jk uqo, b;sß lr .ekSug o yels jkq we;. fuu 
gexls ksji wi,u boslr we;s ksid tu.ska u.ska b;sß jk 
ld,h yd Y%uh jeh fldg fjk;a wd¾:sl jdishla i,id .; 

yel.  
fuu jeis c,h /ia lsÍfï l%uh u.skA Y%S ,xldfõ fndfyda 

m%foaY j, mj;sk c, ysÕhg ms,shula ,efnkq we;.  
 

ir;a úfcA;=x. 

lafIA;% ks,Odß ,ol=Kq jHdmD;sh 
,xld jeis c,h /ia lrkakkaf.a ixioh 

 

Data base on Rain water Harvesting 
tanks. 

LRWHF is in the process of  updating its 
the data base on rain water harvesting 
tanks, in order to have a clear picture, 
how far RWH technology has contributed 
as an alternative solution to the water               
problem of the country. 
 
Therefore we would be grateful if you 
could send us details of your RWH pro-
jects. Format to send information can be 
downloaded from our website at  
www.lankarainwater.org or call our office 
on 011-5524612 or email lrwhf@sltnet.lk 
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From: Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum         

             28/3 A,                                                                                                          
             Subadrarama Lane, 
             Nugegoda. 

Please send your creations, ideas, letters, articles, suggestions to the address 
below. 
Tfí woyia , fhdackd, ks¾udk iy ,sms  my; ,smskhg tjkak 

dr<gt<!Ng<gr<gt< ?!NOzisjegt< ?!hjmh<Hg<gt< ?!gckr<gt<!lx<Xl<!
gm<MjvgjtBl<!gQp<gbEl<!Lguiqg<G!nEh<HliX!kbUme<!
Ou{<cg<ogit<gqOxil< /!!
!

 
 
 

Sujatha Balika 
Vidyalaya—

Matara 

Sujatha Balika 
Vidyalaya—

Matara 
 
 

Mahinda  
Vidyalaya—

Matara 

jr]i!
j¾Id!varsha  uI]i!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Winners of a poster competition held in schools of Matara district,  
March 2007 

 

 

,xld jeis  c,h /ialrkakkaf.a ixioh 

28$3 A 
iqNødrdu udj; 

kqf.Af.dv        

!
!
-zr<jg!ljp!fQI!Osgiqg<Gl<!
y{<xqbl<!
28/3A,  
Shk<vivil!yTr<jg?!
FOgogim/!


