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10t Anniversary of LRWHFE

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum held its 10t
Anniversary celebration and annual symposium,
on the 23ra  June 2007 at Savsiripaya, Wi-
jerama Road, Colombo 07. Hon. Dinesh Gun-
awardena, the Minister for Urban Development
and Sacred Area Development graced the occa-

sion as the chief guest.

In his address minister Gunawardena congratu-
lated LRWHF for achieving so much in the field
of rain water harvesting, and thanked the mem-
bers of LRWHF, for the services provided for the
people of Sri Lanka. He announced that the Le-
gal Draftsman has approved the draft legislation
to amend the UDA laws to incorporate rain water
harvesting. He also mentioned that different
authorities, agencies, institutions of the country
should take serious concern and effective meas-
ures to implement rain water harvesting to meet
the national requirement of water and MDG goal
that has been laid down by the international
community and Sri Lanka.

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum presented a
model of RWH system to the Hon. minister as a
token of appreciation for his contribution in pro-
moting RWH in Sri Lanka.

The symposium was aimed to share experiences
and findings of different rain water harvesting
user groups such as domestic, industrial and
public institutions. Presentations were made by
Mr Duleep Gunawardena on Update on legisla-
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tion changes for rain water harvesting ; Mr Victor
Gunathilaka, on Rain water harvesting for do-
mestic need in the urban areas; Major Jayantha
Gunathilaka on Rain water harvesting system at
Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council Building at
New Town Ratnapura and Mr Neil Perera on

rain water harvesting system at David Pieris

Motor Company factory complex.

An exhibition of posters from school children
from the South and East of the country as well
as a photograph collection of 10 years of
achievements of LRWHF were on display. Um-
brellas printed with messages promoting rain
water harvesting were given to all guests who

attended the occasion.
Tanuja Ariyananda, Director, LRWHF

...Rainwater harvesting...

Message from the Chairman - LRWHE

It is with great pleasure that | send this mes-
sage to the news letter of LRWHF. This year,
LRWHF celebrate its 10t Anniversary. LRWHF
has come a long way since its inception in
1997. It has 3 offices and 12 staff members
and has expanded it activities throughout the
island.

We have not only been able to promote the
concept of rainwater harvesting in all districts
through demonstration projects, awareness
programs and training, but also have been

successful in influencing the government to make
rain water harvesting legalized in Sri Lanka. This
year marks the passing of the bill to amend the
UDA drainage laws to incorporate rain water har-
vesting in new buildings.

| wish the LRWHF, its partners and supporters
every success in promoting rain water harvesting
to serve the people who suffer due to problems of

water.
Lahiru Perera, Chairman , LRWHF
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Path of decade of LRWHF

In 1996 a small group of interested
persons came together to organize a
network to collect & share the experi-
ences in rain water harvesting within
the country. Following the response
from the public to a advertisement
placed in the newspapers, the group
considered its role and potential in
promoting the use of rain water har-
vesting and formed into a Forum with
the aim to, identify existing rain water
harvesting practices in the country,
develop further techniques for collec-
tion of rain water, promote the applica-
tion of rain water for domestic pur-
poses through information, communi-
cation, awareness raising, initiate fur-
ther study to make recommendations
for maintaining good rain water har-

vesting practices.

The main areas of activities the Forum
proposed to be involved were promo-
tion, research and development, infor-
mation and communication on rain

water harvesting.

The Forum was officially launched as
Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum
on 19+ of March 1997 by the then
Minister for National Housing & Public
Utilities, Hon.Nimal Siripala de Silva.
The Forum was registered under the
companies act No.17 of 1982, Regis-
teration No.NA 599. Forum logo was
patented and registered with patent
and trade mark office. The first Council
of management of LRWHF was ap-
pointed by the 7 founder members. Mr
S.H.C. de Silva, the Former President
of Institute of Engineers and Director
of Department of Irrigation was ap-
pointed the first Chairman. At the ini-
tiation there were 49 members in the

Forum.

During the first year of operation the
Forum received funding from Nether-
lands Embassy Local Environmental
Fund to promote, demonstrate, re-
search on rain water harvesting for
domestic use in Sri Lanka.

During the 2nd year, the forum had

over 60 members, from government,
non- government organizations, re-
search institutes as well as interested
individuals. During this period the Fo-
rum office established at Vijay Ku-
maratunga Mawatha, Colombo 5 and
had recruited 3 staff members. LRWHF
organized a multi disciplinary sympo-
sium in collaboration with Open Univer-
sity of Sri Lanka to encourage research-
ers, practitioners and others to share
their findings and to promote rain water
as an option for domestic water supply.
The awareness programs conducted by
the Forum in the media as well as in the
form of seminars have created much
public & official interest in rain water

harvesting.

In addition, the Forum won a research
award from the European Union to con-
duct a 3 year research study titled Do-
mestic Roof water harvesting in the Hu-
mid Tropic with partnership with War-
wick University, UK, IIT Delhi, India, and

FAKT, Germany

During the 3rd year , LRWHF was able to
promote rain water harvesting in 6 dis-
tricts through demonstration projects,
conduct training programs for trainers,
training for masons on construction and
conduct awareness programs for gov-
ernment & non government organiza-
tions. The Forum through the local
communities, NGO’'s & local authorities
promoted the application of rain water
harvesting and created a pool of skilled
masons on construction of rain water
harvesting systems in Puttlam, Trinco-
malee, Anuradhapura, Hambanthota,
Ampara, & Gampaha districts.

The total membership of LRWHF in-
creased to 87 during the 4th year . Sev-
eral demonstration tanks were con-
structed and a number of research
studies were conducted during this
year.

Research studies were done on quality
of collected rain water, and establish
the concept of household water security
using rain water Harvesting in rural Sri

Lanka.

During the 5tn year the Forum, was
successful in promoting rain water har-
vesting through demonstration projects
in 7 districts. In this period the attention
went to Anuradhapura, Hambanthota,
Kegalle, Kurunegalla, Colombo, Em-
bilitipitiya and Vavniya districts. Also in
this year the total membership reached
the limitation of 100. Mainly the main
phase of DFID KaR funded project to
research study on “Low Cost Roof water
Harvesting for very poor households in
the humid tropics” was launched in
partnership with Warwick University,
Water Action Ethiopia and ACCORD

Uganda.

During the 6t year of LRWHF, the spe-
cial event was that the forum receiving
the Green award as the best environ-
mental NGO by the Sri Lanka Environ-
ment Journalist Foundation (SLEJF) in
collaboration with Asia - Pacific Forum
of Environmental Journalist (APFEJ). The
forum obtained funds from GTZ to pro-
mote rain water harvesting in urban
areas. Also construction of demonstra-
tion tanks, awareness programs and
mason training programs were con-

ducted during this year.

During the year 2003/04, the 7w year
of LRWHF, it was possible to promote
rain water harvesting and its technology
in the North and the East district
through demonstration projects and
training programs. Projects were imple-
mented in Vavuniya, Vanathavillu, Mi-
hinthale, Padaviya, Ambanpola & Co-

lombo.

The Forum launched activities in two
new areas of rain water harvest-
ing .These were on, rain water for en-
hancing biodiversity in home gardens in
the dry zone and a study to use rain
water in cash crop production funded by
UNDP and Center for Poverty Analysis.

(contd........... page 7)

e Varsha euiegr- 2007/08— Dec/Jan



PAGE 3

D8 S ¢sd BsHR
B, 860even

Jesty BolE £ips) Exesaia
©otD) EXE S@B CUES epObeeda el €3065603

&H® @B OO O & @omIed BHEVD® dd DO

ee®) 6B o ®wrdn . Ded® DOO e S5 e
eom BY2n &SE)® DR tBD o8 Do TR OB Nescs
DODDO @ DD . P @D OB BeE®
Or oD DO o Teewe) odemismn e

BSen eBDe® T B B amg dR0 @ EBO
8eed.

B e 6k Py B e SHdG WD
QoD Bygn OO B 5008 OO &8 B @omIed ®)
Be@mD6E . e woD 8ol wMOGE 6®m0
6RIEm] GBS RIS & .

Bad® 80 BN B oIS 6DOE ® elm e BT n
Bo OO ® HE» HEEO DEn B Bed O

NBDBE0 ® S DBOEO S5DDG . Ded® 3 DE
68D Hecm O S & HBEG @R @WiDHedE BT

cBoém) DD uen TOO BED aroes HuD &g ©J0®
o) GBS BB Hed® xd5 .

Detd® goms ©RDG DB 5B DGR .5Qed
DDEDIOE 6 oD &gen (Car ePgens dde O
g0 600 BEGe IR0 HHEH DBOGD fD. DO
OB D o &Seed Cl- go® &8 eeenndHes
glom 8 ¢ DB SpnedemEdesnens &5omId 9o HBHBO

6O 8 .

6D BecHw ORD 9IBS DBBD et DGD 6QES s &
Q@B Ol BOB HEHN Bk DG .05 DEOINDIDDOGDD
@d O &3 O ®F B &Hen DD S5dEEISHEO
@O e )&% Je@ 6dns wd OB D &G @RI @cBD®
0 )6EE xnd® PO Bne® ©® DEG D) 6O 9BY

206 BBV 5D T .

E3 S0 DD Oled DO 56B3I5HB0 @O & @oDHmHD D&
830 QHot HEXE 6D 6D gd abmwed B0 BDed
BO g5eg B 8BTe@Hc. 680 GO 68 6WeE GISHD
@ OO @) O 5B 6EDOD DEGBD wDed
DO B DD &S OemD o .Ded® gc B @omIed &
HOHED) G HeE®m D md B dued 81 ewmig) dBD
®R) D® B & @6 SSTD OroSem 6] JeNE Ddan
D % ITDEnS D O DO cHE® CHHD 66D .

et3 B@n it HH® BEDe BG gODG S0 608 O
& , 050 DO 8 DEKD DO Wedmed @OEy OB
POEDDGED 6RE @) B BEOOES DOBDDED 306
BED BB WeHE .ec0 600 PHHBG BB sy SEHED
B R, 5 HERHEeDO BBED®OQ FHro®wm DOBDD
OB ® B83@ gomERD) 5ODH® BEEEHBDD emBeed s
B8R E05 oRIZE xtdgedr B0 exne® Deynd 6Qe &
DG G .

BSOS B® BE6 @) DECOIMDBROEHS d DD O

SO 0D 6200 O BE TR ¢ DD DBO HeHEO
RS B SEn OB 50 BRBQ HrIOZnm

6550®BSDOT B e .

ONGOING PROJECTS OF LRWHE

¢ Progject to implement rain water harvesting in Tsunami

affected areas of the Southern Province
e Construction of 3,000 RWH systemsin Galle, Matara,
Hambanthota

e Conduct awareness programs, Exhibitions, Training to pro-

mote RWH

¢ Pilot project to introduce drip irrigation practices with

Rain Water Harvesting

¢ Progject to implement rain water harvesting in Tsunami

affected areas of the Ampara district
e Conduct 140 RWH systemsin Ampara district
e Construct 10 RWH systemsin schools

g

Rain water h rve’tintanks in Rathgafna —
Nisalasewana (Tsunami housing scheme)
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Update on National Rain Water Harvesting Policy

Following the launching of the National Policy on Rain Wa-
ter Harvesting on 25 June, 2005 a bill was gazetted by the
Minister of Urban Development and Sacred Area Develop-

ment on the 25t August 2007 to amend the UDA Law, No.

41 of 1978, to facilitate rain water harvesting.
The regulation propose that

e Every building both existing and proposed shall have
adequate gutters and down pipe to ensure collecting rain
water from roof and that minimum rain water falls directly

from the roof to the ground.

e |[nfiltration ground without causing dampness to adja-
cent buildings and walls.

e Collected water is stored in a rain water holding facil-

ity as specified capacity as recommended by Scheduled VI

e After satisfying the Minimum Equivalent Rain water
Holding Provision specified by Schedule VI excess water
may be discharged to the street drains or an approved

outlet.

e FEvery plan submitted for obtaining development per-
mit, Shall comply with the Schedule VI Require ments for
Provision of Rain water Harvesting meas ures.

Annual | Minimum volume(m°) required per 100m*
RF of roof area & hard paved area
(mm)
Residential Com- |In- Institu
Do- Apart- | merci [dust |4
mesti | ments | al rial
c /Cond
omini
ums
750-1000 15 25 5 8 10
1000-1500 15 25 3 8 10
1500-2000 15 25 3 5 10
2000-2500 15 25 3 3 5
2500-3000 15 25 2 2 3
3000-4000 15 2.5 1 1 2
4000-5000 15 25 05 1 1
5000-6000 15 25 0.5 0.5 0.5

(Extraction of schedule IV: Minimum Equivalent Rain water
Holding Provision)
Tanuja Ariyananda, Director, LRWHF

B3 Docd® R g3

e®8d @ 60 You]
BHO B 690 Y]
g5% 8 oy [You)
®e® BO® DB &g [YoN

ces 8 e Qgew
BHB) D NS 606G

2 RGO e509Tes
XA 60 e BB e,

8 8 8 G

86 0D D

B VOO DD
geldx OB ®

®S® ®ee £DB BDG

(OGN O NG

DBS Oy 6D
20D Be® emEe Ob) &t
R 698 5 ®
OB Bepn MO 6c® B

g 8 8 8

B D8O O @)
Reded 22O Dy 6IM 9]
Od) ®H we® B @)
B e5c0® Sde, O ® @)
BBEQ GG )
eesd 8Os e )}
DE g ée )]
®emD BV ®O 63w 60D )
cbeed Bomwed”
88epcc o8 e3@escs
CICEGesed
W N There is no better
,) . quality water
‘ Available naturally
Than
Rain water

e Varsha euiegr- 2007/08— Dec/Jan




Rain water safety plan -( Courtesy of Malteser International)
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National Water Supply & Drainage
Board— Kalmunai
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( From page 02

The major success during the 8t year of
LRWHF during 2004/2005 period was
the approval of rain water harvesting
policy by the Cabinet of Ministers on the
26t July 2005. Following the 7t sympo-
sium of LRWHF on urban rain water
harvesting, agreed by the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardana, Minister for Urban Devel-
opment & Water Supply, a committee
was appointed to formulate a policy and
strategy for rain water harvesting. The
committee drafted the policy and after
public consultation presented it to par-
liament for approval. The Forum imple-
mented several major projects during
this period in the North and East, urban

areas and in the dry zone areas.

The major success during the 9 year,
period (2005/2006) was the support to
establish the Rain Water Secretariat at
the Ministry of Urban Development &
Water Supply. Rain water harvesting
was also recognized and recommended
for reconstruction of houses for the tsu-
nami victims by the Ministry of Urban

Development & Water Supply.

During this period, Lanka Rain Water
Harvesting Forum extended their social
aids for tsunami victims. Two major pro-

jects were implemented in the Eastern
and the Southern province of Sri Lanka.
In the east, the project was funded by
NWS & DB/Danida Tsunami water pro-
ject to construct 210 rain water harvest-
ing systems for the tsunami affected
households in Kalmunai. Project in the
south was a 3 year project funded by
Malteser International / UNICEF to con-
struct 3300 rain water harvesting sys-
tems in Galle, Matara and Hambantota
districts. Two other projects imple-
mented during this period were 1. pilot
study to construct a rain water harvest-
ing system in Carolina estate funded by
TFSR-RV and 2. pilot project to improv-
ing home gardening through drip irriga-
tion in the dry lands in Sri Lanka funded
by IDE.

This year Lanka Rain Harvesting Forum
celebrated its 10t anniversary. The ma-
jor success during the 10w year
(2006/2007) is the approval of legisla-
tion to implement rain water harvesting
at household and institution level, by
the Cabinet of Ministers. In September
2006, LRWHF supported to organized
an international workshop on rain water
harvesting in Kandy in collaboration
with Ministry of Urban Development and
Water Supply and National Water Sup-
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ply and Drainage Board to share
experience and knowledge with ex-

perts in the South Asian region.

The workshop was attended by 5
relevant ministers from SAARC coun-
tries namely, India, Nepal, Maldives,
Bhutan & Sri Lanka. The ministers
present signed a declaration to pro-
mote rain water harvesting in their
respective countries at this work-
shop. The major projects of the year
were Tsunami water projects in
South & East. 1200 tanks in the
south & 508 tanks in the east were
constructed for Tsunami houses this

year.

Lanka Rain Harvesting Forum has
been giving support to many people
around the island suffering from
water scarcity as well to tsunami
victims. Also LRWHF hope to pro-
mote rain water harvesting providing
long term solution for water scarcity
as well flooding problems in urban

areas .

Sanduni Ariyawansa
Office Administrator
LRWHF
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LRWHEF is in the process of updating its
the data base on rain water harvesting
tanks, in order to have a clear picture,
how far RWH technology has contributed
as an alternative solution to the water

problem of the country.

Therefore we would be grateful if you
could send us details of your RWH pro-
jects. Format to send information can be
downloaded from our website at
www.lankarainwater.org or call our office

on 011-5524612 or email Irwhf@sltnet.lk
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Sujatha Balika
Vidyalaya—
Matara

Sujatha Balika
Vidyalaya—
Matara

Mahinda
Vidyalaya—
Matara

Winners of a poster competition held in schools of Matara district,
March 2007

Please send your creations, ideas, letters, articles, suggestions to the address
below.
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