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Awareness Program on O&M of RWH
Tanks Kilinochchi 23.12.2004

nder the project Dual- purpose

Rainwater Harvesting in the
North and East funded by
AUSAID, Lanka Rain Water
Harvesting Forum was able to
introduce technology of ferro-
cement rain water harvesting tanks
to Kilinochchi district which face
serious water problems.

Mullativu mason training programme
was held on 30% July to 3" August

Klllnochchl opens 1ts doors to RWH

A Last Day of Mason Training Programme at Kilinochchi 02.03.2005

2005. Six masons participated for
this five days training programme.

Among the distinguish guests at the
ceremony held to award certificates
to the trained masons were the
Deputy Director of Planning to
Kachcheri Kilinochchi, Officials

from the NGO Consortium and the
REERDO officials.

Project aim to construct, 12 rain
water harvesting tanks in the
Kilinochchi district. REERDO has
already come to an agreement with
us to construct first four RWH tanks
in the district.

Mullativa

Mason training programme on
construction of ferro-cement Rain
water Harvesting tank , Mullativu.

A

Demonstration Rain water Harvesting Tank at NGO Consortium, Mullativu
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Hon. Dinesh Gunawarden, Minister for Urban Development and Water Supply was handing
over the policy Statement to the the Prime Minister Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksha

RAIN WATER HARVESTING

POLICY

Tanuja Ariyananda, Director LRWHF

For the first time in Sri Lanka and
probably in the world on the 26"
June 2005 the rain water
harvesting policy got approval in
the Cabinet. The Policy was
presented the cabinet by the Hon.
Dinesh Gunawarden, Minister for
Urban Development and Water

Supply.

The policy before it made it’s way
to parliament went through a year
long process of consultation and
refinement by government
authorities as well as the public. In
August 2004, the Hon. Minister
recognizing the potential of rain
water harvesting to solve the
problem faced by the people every
year due to water scarcity and
excess, appointed a committee to
formulate a strategy and policy on
rain water harvesting. The
committee consists of members
from relevant government
departments and public
organization. The committee

formulated a draft policy and
presented it at various Forams of
both government, public and
private sector organizations. The
policy was published in local
papers in all 3 languages on the
first week of March 2005 for
public comments. Wide range of
comments were received from
Ministries, departments and the
public. In June 2005, the
committee finalized the policy
incorporating the comments
received.

Rainwater Management Policy
Objectives

In the light of increasing
operational and maintenance costs
to, rationalize investments ,both
by Government and non
Government sectors, in the field of
pipe borne water supply, drainage,
flood control, soil conservation
etc, and to promote the practice
on a Regional Community and

family basis, in order to ensure that
the “City of tomorrow’ applies
Rain water harvesting broadly ,by
the control of water near its
source, in its pursuance of
becoming an ‘eco-city’ in the
future.To improve ground water
recharge, encourage urban
agriculture, reduce energy
consumption and recurrent costs,
making the best possible use of
this resource, by harvesting,
storage, channeling the run-oft for
smaller farming and crop
producing areas at the same time
reducing soil erosion, infiltration
and utilized for diverse purposes,
even drinking with some form of
treatment whilst minimizing the use
of water treated to drinking water
standards on secondary uses.

Policy Statement

Rainwater harvesting shall be
made mandatory, yet introduced in
phases, in all areas under
Municipal and Urban council
jurisdiction within a prescribed
time period, as will be prescribed
in law, for certain categories of
buildings and development works,
and shall be strongly promoted in
all Pradeshiya Sabha areas.

Both voluntary and mandatory
measures would be used in order
to;

1. Minimize usage of potable
water on secondary pur-
poses.

2. Manage demand for water
and rationalize new invest-
ments

3. Reduce storm water runoff,
caused by unrestrained hard
ground cover construction,
thereby mitigating localized
flood damage, soil erosion
and consequent land degra-
dation.
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4. Minimize unregulated stag-
nation of water over pro-
longed periods, causing
spread of disease.

5. Prevent over exploitation of
deep groundwater, recharge
and preserve it at higher
levels and quality, minimizing
water stress during droughts,
and enhancing the vitality of
all life forms.

6. Increase decentralized water
security and local selfreliance
whilst encouraging family level
operation and maintenance.

7. Reduce National Energy
consumption and water loss
in the treatment and convey-
ance of water

8. Facilitate Urban Home
gardening and small holder
food production, supplement
rural irrigation and stimulate
income generation.

9. Minimise the consequences
of increased salinity intrusion,
due to Sea level rise, and the
threat caused from pollution
to traditional sources of
water ,by planned infiltration.

10. Reduce costs of recurrent
road-rail maintenance, and
consequent economic losses
of transportation, and that of
remedying loss of integrity of
buried utilities caused by
submergence.

11. Offset increase in costs,
and defer investments in the
provision of piped water.

12. Reduce conflictive invasion
of rural water sources to
cater for Urban demand, by
meeting requirements close
to the point of harvesting.

13. Change radically, the pre-
vailing paradigm of ‘quick
disposal’ when dealing with
rainwater.

14. Reduce Urban thermal
pollution effects, and assist in

cooling and firefighting.

15. Assist in meeting the Millen-
nium Development Goals.

16. Enable wider access to
additional sources of water
during natural disasters such
as fire, flood, droughts etc.

17. Increase domestic water
security, by reducing the
unproductive labour, time and
hazards ,faced mainly by
women and children, in
fetching water from a dis-
tance.

POLICY STAKEHOLDERS

All Households/Institutions,
Government/Private entities, Lay/
Religious personnel, Centers of
Learning & Research, Industrial&
Farming establishments et al, shall
be stakeholders, making it
everybody’s business, under the
motto of King Parakramabahu the
Great,” Let not even a little water
that comes from rain must flow
into the Ocean without being made
useful to man’.

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT

1. Amendments to Municipal/
UDA by-laws on drainage, in
order to accommodate
Rainwater Harvesting as a
strategy for localized flood
mitigation, infiltration facilita-
tion, and improved sanitation.
Amendment to include asa
requirement in the Building
application and link the
‘Certificate of conformity’ of
future new buildings to
adequate rainwater harvesting
facilities, along with provision
of discounts in the annual
rates for such.

2. Amendments to RDA by-
laws on drainage in the

construction of roads, in
order to allow for soft paving
and the construction of
swales and porous drains to
increase ground infiltration.

3. Amendmentsto NWSDB
by-laws to incorporate
harvesting rainwater as a
source of drinking water with
equal status to that of other
traditional sources.

4. Amendments to Apartment
Ownership Act for provisions
on rainwater ,above that
would be required by
amended Municipal/UDA
bye-laws.

During the past few years, the
experience gained by Lanka Rain
Water Harvesting Forum
(LRWHF) has been of immense
value from a point of
implementation and dissemination
ofthe concept of rainwater
harvesting in Sri Lanka. LRWHEF,
through its dedicated work

has influenced the government and
other stakeholders to take on
rainwater harvesting as a possible
and feasible water supply option
for domestic & small scale
agriculture. The LRWHEF has
been working in partnership with
many agencies and institutions to
both nationally and internationally
to develop and research the
technology as well as supported
activities at grass root level to
promote and implement rain water
harvesting 1

We welcome the policy on rain
water harvesting which would
formalize the practice of rain water
harvesting and recognize its
importance in solving the problems
of water scarcity in the future.
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Batticaloa
Sathurukondan
Karadiyanaru
Mavalaiyaru
Thumpankeni
Dhikkoddai
Ayittiyamalai
Kannankudah
Puthoor
Vellavelli

—_ e e e = PN = N —
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Anbuvelipuram
Eachchalampattu
Kinniya

Pulmodai

Padavi Siripura

Sri Tissapura
Gomarankadawela
Nilaveli

Kantale
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Ampara

Coconut Cultivation Colony

Potuvil
Borapola
Mahaoya
Uhana
Beddhdhrikka
Errakkamam
Kalmunai
Sammanthurai
Akkaraipatttu

Vauniya

DATC- Vavuniya
General Hospital
Vavuniya Campus
Madukannda
Pavatkulam
Nedunkerny
Katkuil
Chekdikulam
Mahamailakulama

Mannar
Murukkan
Erukalampitty
General Hospital
Murukan
Musali
Mullikuam
Arippu
Thevanpity
[luppaikadavai
Vidattaltivu

Jaffna
Thirunelvely
Chavakachcheri
Kopay
Moolai
Pungaditivu
Karawatti

Pt. Pedro
Karainagar
Kayts

Delft
Nainathivu
Eluvathivu

Kilinochchi
NGO Consortium
Kilinochchi
Poonakary
Paranthan
Kandapuram

Mulativu
NGO Consortium
Anandhapuram
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Vavuniya

A Demonstration Rain water >
O &M training to staff at Vavuniya Harvesting Tank at

Central Hospital Vavuniya Central Hospital

After constructing rainwater tanks, awareness programs on operation & maintanance were conducted through
out all districts. These programs focus on direct rainwater users.
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Benificiaries of Rainwater Harvesting Tank at Kalimakal Vidyalaya

O &M training at Kalimakal Vidyalaya

Oreglr

2005 - July / November To:

From:

Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum
28/3 A, Subadhrarama Lane
Nugegoda 10250



